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Minutes

Kalamazoo Metropolitan County Planning Commission
Meeting of Thursday, April 2, 2015

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Joel Amos, Vince Carahaly, Steven Cook, John Gisler, Joseph
Hohler 111, Heather Ricketts, Neil Sikora
MEMBERS EXCUSED:  Martin Janssen, Jack Mekemson, Jon Start, Herman Smith

OTHERS PRESENT: Lotta Jarnefelt

. Call to Order
Chair Sikora called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm in Room 207A at the Kalamazoo
County Administration Building at 201 W. Kalamazoo Ave, Kalamazoo MI 49007.

1. Approval of Minutes
The Commission reviewed the minutes of the last regular meeting held on February 5,
2015. On a motion made by Mr. Hohler and seconded by Mr. Cook, the Commission
approved the minutes from the meeting.

I1l.  Citizens’ time
There were no citizens present.

V. New Business

1. KMCPC term expiration: Jim Hoppe
Ms. Jarnefelt reported that Mr. Hoppe had not applied to have his term on the
KMCPC renewed after it expired on March 31, 2015. There was consensus that Mr.
Hoppe’s work on the KMCPC was much appreciated and have staff relay that to him.

2. KMCPC term re-appointment: Martin Janssen.
The County Board of Commissioners re-appointed Mr. Janssen for a 3-year term on
KMCPC starting April 1, 2015.

3. New KMCPC members: Heather Ricketts and Vince Carahaly.
The County Board of Commissioners appointed Mr. Carahaly and Ms. Ricketts for a
3-year terms on KMCPC starting April 1, 2015. Old and new members introduced



VI.

themselves and gave a brief synopsis of their backgrounds.

Election of officers: Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary and Deputy Secretary:

After a brief discussion and a consensus on a slate of nominees, Mr. Amos moved
and Mr. Cook supported to elect Mr. Sikora as Chair, Mr. Hohler as Vice Chair, and
Mr. Cook as Secretary. Motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Jarnefelt was also elected to continue as Deputy Secretary.

Prairie Ronde Township: Request for review of Farmland and Open Space
Preservation Act of 1974 (known as PA 116) application PA 116, Case Nr PA2015-
1, in section 8; Dennis and Joanne Hice. 78 Acres, 20 years. Staff review-Action
Item.

Ms. Jarnefelt presented a staff review of the PA 116 application. The property and its
surroundings are zoned Agricultural and designated Agricultural in the township’s
Future Land Use Map. The majority of the soil (KaB: Kalamazoo Loam 2-6% slope)
is prime farmland soil. Discussion followed about the property and its use.

ON A MOTION MADE by Mr. Gisler and DULY SECONDED by Mr. Carahaly, the
Commission UNANIMOUSLY RECOMMENDED TO APPROVE the PA 116
application by Dennis and Joanne Hice. Ms. Jarnefelt will send a letter to the Prairie
Ronde Township Clerk stating KMCPC’s support of the application.

Some discussion ensued regarding the tax credits of a PA116 designation. Ms.
Jarnefelt will look into additional information and bring to the next meeting.

Other Business/discussion

Discuss creating a Kalamazoo County Master Plan.

Ms. Jarnefelt brought up the concept of a County Master Plan for discussion. Two
major regional plans that include Kalamazoo County were prepared in 2014,
producing data and analysis about Kalamazoo County. The Comprehensive Economic
Development Strategy (CEDS) and the 5-Year Prosperity Plan could provide some
base data to build on for a County Master Plan. Samples of Master Plans in the
surrounding counties were provided for browsing. There was interest in getting more
information about a potential Master Plan. Ms. Jarnefelt will report back at the next
meeting.

Updated Membership list was provided. Ms. Jarnefelt asked members to provide any
revisions as needed.

Report from Parks Commission liaison Mr. Amos:

Mr. Amos gave a brief update on items discussed at the Parks Commission meeting
that afternoon, including County Parks becoming self-sustaining beginning in 2016
and that hiring of seasonal park attendants was starting.




VII. Correspondence

1. Notice from Kalamazoo Twp Re: 2015-2019 Parks and Recreation Master Plan. Copy
of Plan received and is on file in the County Planning Department.

2. Notice of adoption of Land Use Plan Amendment in Ross Twp on March 10, 2015.
This amendment was previously reviewed by KMCPC.

VIIl. Other

Mr. Amos commented on the PA 116 tax credits and gave some detail.

Ms. Jarnefelt was asked to provide web links to the Comprehensive Economic
Development Strategy (CEDS) and the 5-Year Prosperity Plan that was mentioned in
the discussion about Master Plan. She will email the weblinks to the members.
http://smpcregion3.org/economic-development/
http://smpcregion3.org/regionalprosperity/

IX.  Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm.

Respectfully submitted, L. Jarnefelt

Next scheduled KMCPC Meeting is Thursday, May 7, 2015.
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