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Minutes

Kalamazoo Metropolitan County Planning Commission
Meeting of Thursday, October 1, 2015

MEMBERS PRESENT: Joel Amos, Vince Carahaly, Steven Cook, John Gisler, Joseph Hohler
111, Martin Janssen, Heather Ricketts, Neil Sikora, Jon Start
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Virgie Ammerman, Herman Smith
OTHERS PRESENT: Lotta Jarnefelt, Planning Department staff
l. Call to Order

Chair Sikora called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm in Room 207A at the Kalamazoo County
Administration Building at 201 W. Kalamazoo Ave, Kalamazoo M1 49007.

Approval of Minutes

The Commission reviewed the minutes of the last regular meeting held on September 3, 2015. On
a motion made by Mr. Hohler and seconded by Mr. Start, the Commission approved the minutes
from the meeting. Chair Sikora thanked Chris Bessert for taking the minutes.

Citizens’ time
No citizens were present.

New Business

1. Brady Township: Request for review of Farmland and Open Space Preservation Act
of 1974 (known as PA 116) application PA 116, Case Nr PA2015-2, in section 16;
applicant Randy Richardson. Staff review-Action Item.

Staff presented a review of the PA116 application. Property is well suited for
agricultural use based on soils and surrounding rural land use. However, based on the
Future Land Use Map in Brady Township’s Master Plan of Decemberl, 2009, the
subject property is designated “Residential.” This causes a conflict with the requested
agricultural PA 116 designation. Also, some members saw the 90-year time span
requested in the application as excessive, making potential needs to adjust the land use
a challenge before the 90 years is up.

ON A MOTION MADE by Mr. Gisler and DULY SECONDED by Mr. Cook, the Planning
Commission UNANIMOUSLY RECOMMENDED APPROVAL of the proposed PA 116
application, pending Brady Township’s consideration of the staff’s recommendation to align
the Future Land Use Map designation to match the planned PA 116 defined agricultural use,
and consider a lesser term than the 90 years applied for.



VI.

VILI.

VIII.

2. Report from Placemaking Strategy Development workshop on May 14, 2015 by Mr. Carahaly:
The 3-hour workshop was arranged by MSU, Land Policy Institute, MSHDA, MSU
Extension and Michigan Municipal league. Mr. Carahaly reviewed major points about
information provided at the workshop relating to changes in population, employment,
housing preferences etc that pertains to the concept of Placemaking. He will look into
availability of hand-outs in electronic form for KMCPC members, as the hand-outs contained
a wealth of data.

Other Business/Discussion

Update on potential Kalamazoo County Master Plan.

Ms. Jarnefelt reported that the $30,000 requested for a County master plan has been
recommended by County administration for approval, but the 2016 County budget has not been
finalized yet. Ms. Jarnefelt presented the idea of a County Master Plan to the township
Supervisors at the Supervisors” meeting on August 19, and the idea was received well. Interim
County Administrator Mr. Faul was present at the Supervisors’ meeting and expressed his support
for the project as well. Once funding has been approved, next steps will be to form a steering
committee or work group, and start reviewing options for a consultant.

Report from Parks Commission liaison Ms. Ammerman:
Ms. Ammerman was not present, no report.

Correspondence
1. Climax Township: Notice of Intent regarding new Master Plan was received.
2. Kalamazoo Township: Email forwarded by Township Supervisor Ron Reid about

installing and replacing telecommunications antenna on top of water tower. It is a request
for information about potential effect of project on nearby historic sites. Ms. Jarnefelt
communicated with Mr. Reid, and the Township had not identified any issues with
historic properties in the vicinity of the water tower. The notice to KMCPC was
informational only.

Other

Mr. Start mentioned the Regional Prosperity Initiative (RPI) as an example of a regional planning
incentive that is making participants get out of their silos and improving communication between
the educational community, economic development, local government etc. Effective
communication between businesses and schools is essential to better meet the demands of the job
market.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted, L. Jarnefelt
Next scheduled KMCPC Meeting is Thursday, November 5, 2015.



