
KMCPC Members: 

Neil Sikora - Chair, Joseph Hohler III - Vice Chair, Steven Cook – Secretary, 

John Gisler - Commissioner Liaison, Virgie Ammerman, Joel Amos, Vince Carahaly, 

Martin Janssen, Heather Riccketts, Herman Smith, Jon Start 

  

 

KALAMAZOO METROPOLITAN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION (KMCPC)  
 

MEETING DATE:  Thursday, October 1, 2015  

PLACE OF MEETING: County Administration Building 

201 West Kalamazoo Avenue, Room 207  

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 

TIME:   7:00 p.m. 

 

AGENDA  
  I. Call to Order 

 

II. Approval of Minutes:   

September 3, 2015 Meeting minutes 

 

III. Citizens' Time (for items not on the agenda) 

 

IV. New Business: 

1. Brady Township: Request for review of Farmland and Open Space Preservation  

Act of 1974 (known as PA 116) application  PA 116, Case Nr PA2015-2, in 

section 16;  applicant Randy Richardson. Staff review-Action Item 

2. Report from planning workshop by Mr. Carahaly 

 

V. Other Business/discussion: 

1. Update on potential Kalamazoo County Master Plan  

2. KMCPC webpage for agendas, packets and minutes  
 

VI. Report from Parks Commission/Liaison Joel Amos 

 

VII. Correspondence: 

1. Climax Township: Notice of Intent regarding new Master Plan 

2. Kalamazoo Township: Notice about installing and replacing telecommunications 

antenna on top of water tower – request for information about effect on nearby 

historic sites 

 

VIII. Other 
 

IX. Adjournment 

PLEASE CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE OR ABSENCE 

BY EMAIL LMJARN@KALCOUNTY.COM 

OR PHONE 269-384-8115 
 

Next Scheduled KMCPC Meeting:  Thursday, November 5, 2015 

 

mailto:LMJARN@KALCOUNTY.COM


 

 

Co/City/Vil/Twp Item Number Item Name 
Date 

Received 
KMCPC Review 

Date 

     

Kalamazoo Charter 

Twp 

2013-1 Notice of Intent to Plan – minor amendments to 
Master Plan re: zoning 

06/19/2013 10/03/2013 

Portage City 2013-2 Notice of Intent to Update Comprehensive Plan 08/19/2013 10/03/2013 

Richland Twp 2013-3 Land Use Plan (Master Plan) Amendment 09/20/2013 10/03/2013 

Van Buren County MP 2014-1 Master Plan 2013-2017 Amendment 12//09/2013 02/06/2014 

Texas Twp MP 2014-2 Master Plan Amendment 02/18/2014 03/06/2014 

Comstock Twp MP 2014-3 Master Plan Amendment 04/14/2014 05/01/2014 

Cass County MP 2014-4 Master Plan for Cass County 02/28/2014 05/01/2014 

Vicksburg Village MP 2014-5 Notice of Intent to Update the Village of Vicksburg 
Master Plan 

04/23/2014 02/05/2015 

Texas Twp MP 2014-6 Master Plan Update (5-year) 04/18/2014 06/05/2014 

Portage City MP 2014-7 Master Plan Update 05/02/2014 06/05/2014 

Kalamazoo Twp MP 2014-8 Master Plan Update 05/02/2014 06/05/2014 

Leroy Twp, Calhoun 

County 

MP-2014-9 Master Plan Update 04/29/2014 06/05/2014 

Schoolcraft 

Township 

MP-2014-10 Proposed Amendment to Future Land Use Map 
(Master Plan Map 8) 

06/10/2014 07/17/2014 

Alamo Twp MP-2014-11 Alamo Township Land Use Plan 2013 Review (1998 
Land Use Plan amended 2003 and 2010) Notice of 
intent received 12/02/2010. 

08/22/2014 09/04/2014 

Comstock Twp MP-2015-01 Notice of Intent: Comstock Master Plan Update 
 

12/18/2014 TBD 

Ross Twp MP-2015-02 Master Plan Future Land Use map amendment 12/01/2014 01/08/2015 
(mtg cancelled) 

Village of Richland MP-2015-03 Master Plan Future Land Use map amendment 01/27/2015 02/05/2015 

Schoolcraft Twp 2015-04 Future Land Use Plan Map Amendment 04/20/2015 05/07/2015 

City of Kalamazoo MP-2015-05 Notice of Intent: City of Kalamazoo Master Plan 
Update 
 

07/06/2015 TBD 

Richland Township MP-2015-06 2035 Master Plan (Master Plan Update)  06/23/2015 08/06/2015 

Climax Township MP-2015-07 Notice of Intent: Climax Township Master Plan 08/18/2015 TBD 
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KMCPC Members: 
  Neil Sikora, Chair 
  Joseph Hohler III, Vice-Chair 
  Steven Cook, Secretary 

John Gisler, Commissioner Liaison 
Virgie Ammerman 

  Joel Amos 
Vince Carahaly 
Martin Janssen 

Heather Ricketts 
Herman Smith 

  Jon Start  

 Minutes 

Kalamazoo Metropolitan County Planning Commission 
Meeting of Thursday, September 3, 2015 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Virgie Ammerman, Joel Amos, Steven Cook ,John Gisler, Joseph Hohler 

III, Martin Janssen,  Heather Ricketts, Neil Sikora, Herman Smith 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Vince Carahaly, Jon Start 
OTHERS PRESENT: Christopher Bessert 
 

I. Call to Order 
Chair Sikora called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm in Room 207A at the Kalamazoo County 
Administration Building at 201 W. Kalamazoo Ave, Kalamazoo MI 49007. 
 

II. Approval of Minutes 
The Commission reviewed the minutes of the last regular meeting held on August 6, 2015. On a 
motion made by Ms. Ricketts and seconded by Mr. Hohler, the Commission approved the 
minutes from the meeting.  
 

III. Citizens’ time 
No citizens were present. 
 

IV. New Business 
1. Tuscany East preliminary plat review - Action Item. 
Mr. Bessert noted a full-size printed version of the plat in question was available on the table for 
inspection by Commission members, if desired. 
 
Chair Sikora reviewed the Staff Review and Staff Recommendation for the Tuscany East 
preliminary plat, as detailed in the meeting packet. 
 
Concerns noted during discussion included:  
 Mr. Janssen inquired as to the availability of municipal utilities and how far away they may be 
at present. Chair Sikora noted he lives on the north edge of the map included in the packet and 
that while he has municipal water, this is primarily due to the existence of the nearby landfill. He 
doubted municipal water would be extended any further toward the Tuscany East plat, however. 
 Mr. Smith inquired about any sidewalk requirements, which Chair Sikora noted would be a 
township requirement. 
 Mr. Smith also asked about the access points into the plat and whether, based on best 
practices, there should be at least two access points into a plat of that size. A review of the 
surveyor’s plans indicated there would be two access points. 
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ON A MOTION MADE by Mr. Hohler and DULY SECONDED by Mr. Amos, the Planning 
Commission UNANIMOUSLY RECOMMENDED APPROVAL of the proposed Tuscany East 
plat. 
 

V. Other Business/Discussion 
Update on potential Kalamazoo County Master Plan. 
Discussion of the Kalamazoo County Master Plan was deferred, as per the meeting agenda. 
 

VI. Report from Parks Commission liaison Mr. Amos: 
Mr. Amos had nothing to report, in part due to a difficulty in his ability to attend the Parks 
Commission meetings. He asked if anyone else on the Commission had an interest in taking over 
the Parks Commission liaison role. Ms. Ammerman expressed an interest in taking on the role if 
there were no other Commission members having an overwhelming interest in it. 
 
Mr. Gisler made note of the charge given to David Rachowicz, Parks Department Director, when 
he joined the County eight years prior was to reduce the amount of General Fund dollars being 
used to support the County Parks system. At that time, the Parks Department was contributing 
only 17% of its own budget—it was 83% supported by the General Fund. As of 2015, the 
Department will be 100% self-supported and will take no money from the General Fund. Mr. 
Gisler also noted the Expo Center recently took a direct lightning strike which caused some 
physical damage and took out some of the infrastructure inside the building as well. A $65,000 
fix was required and with a major hotrod show scheduled for the Expo Center, Mr. Rachowicz 
asked if he was required to go through the usual channels to get the fixes made. Mr. Canney, 
County Attorney, said since this was an emergency, Mr. Rachowicz was alright to make the fixes 
under normal policies and if any abuses were found later, it would be dealt with under those 
policies. Mr. Gisler wanted the proactive actions made by the Parks Department to safeguard the 
County’s assets and incoming tourist dollars known by the Commission. 
 
ON A MOTION MADE by Mr. Amos and DULY SECONDED by Mr. Hohler, Mr. Amos 
resigned as Parks Commission liaison and requested the Planning Commission appoint Ms. 
Ammerman as same, the Planning Commission UNANIMOUSLY RECOMMENDED 
APPROVAL of the motion. 
 

VII. Correspondence 
A Notice of Public Hearing regarding a new Master Plan was received from Richland Township. 
 

VIII. Other 
No other discussion occurred. 
 

IX. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, L. Jarnefelt 
Next scheduled KMCPC Meeting is Thursday, October 1, 2015. 
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KALAMAZOO COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REVIEW – Oct 1, 2015 

P.A. 116 Application for Farmland Protection Easement 

Case Nr 2015-2 Brady Township 

 

LOCATION  
71.02 Acres in Section 16 of Brady Township, Property Ids # 15-16-301-003, 004, -005, -006,  

-007, -008 and -009. 

 

APPLICANT  
Randy L. Richardson 

11186S 26
th

 St 

Vicksburg, MI 49097 

 

ACREAGE  
Total number of acres in parcels:     71.02 

Acreage in Cultivation (cash crop and fruit):    65 

Acreage in cleared, fenced, improved pasture, or harvested grassland:   

All other acres (swamp, woods etc.)     6.02  

Total Acreage being applied for:     71.02 acres  

  

LENGTH OF AGREEMENT ( 
90 years 

 

EXISTING LAND USE  
Based on the 2013 aerial, the subject area is cultivated farmland. Neighboring properties are 

mainly cultivated fields, with a river and wooded area along the eastern boundary of the subject 

property. The neighboring three parcels to the southwest have residential homes and out 

buildings on them. Also the properties across the street in the northwest are residential lots with 

homes on them. 

 

FUTURE LAND USE PLAN DESIGNATION  
The subject area is designated “Residential” in the Future Land Use Map in Brady Township’s 

Master Plan, of December 1, 2009. The same Future Land Use Map shows surrounding areas 

designated “Residential” in the north, east and west, and “Prime Agricultural” to the south. 

 

ZONING  
The subject area is currently zoned AG-Agricultural District in the Brady Twp Zoning Map of 

November, 2009.  Surrounding areas are zoned RR-Rural Residential to the west and north, and 

AG-Agricultural District to the east and south. 

 

FARMLAND SOILS___________________________________________________________  
The subject parcel is mainly KaA (Kalamazoo Loam 0-2% slope), which is prime farmland soil. 
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TAFF RECOMMENDATION__________________________________________________ 
 

The PA116 application included a survey, which shows how the property consists of nine lots. It 

seems like there was an intent at one point to develop them into residential lots, as the Future 

Land Use on the subject area is “Residential”, not “Prime Agricultural” like much of the 

surrounding area.  

 

The purpose of this PA116 application, especially since it is for 90 years, appears to go against 

the Future Land Use Map designation of “Residential”. Staff is guided by the township’s Future 

Land Use Map, and will therefore support this application only on the condition that the 

Township is supportive of an amendment to the Future Land Use Map that reflects the 

Agricultural use of this property for the next 90 years. 



Brady Twp, Sec 16
KMCPC PA116 Review; Oct 1, 2015

This map is neither a legally recorded map nor a survey and is not intended to be used as one. This map is a compilation of records, information and data located in various city, county, state and federal offices and other
 sources regarding the area shown, and is to be used for reference purposes only. The user of this map acknowledges that the State/County/Cities/Townships/Villages shall not be liable for any damages, and expressly waives
 all claims, and agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the State/County/Cities/Townships/Villages from any and all claims brought by the User, its employees or agents, or third parties which arise out of the User's

 access or use of data provided.   Map Created: 9/28/2015
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