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November 2019 
 
It is my pleasure to provide you the 2020 Candidate Manual.  This year’s edition is 

newly revised and edited to be easy to use. 
 
There were some precinct changes made in 2019 and they are reflected in the manual.  
It is possible that additional changes will be made in early 2020.  These will be available 
on the Kalamazoo County website, www.kalcounty.com.   
 
The election calendar is in a new format that should be easier to use.  As each election 
has similar elements, the calendar reflects those items and indicates which election it 
relates to.  The numbers in parenthesis in the description of the item is a link to the 
actual law that sets the particular date.  In the online version of the manual, the link will 
take you directly to that section of law just be clicking on it.  If you are using the paper 
version, simply go online to www.michiganlegislature.gov and request the section of law 
by Michigan Compiled Laws number.  Most election law is in section 168, so that 
number will precede the specific reference, i.e. 168.360.  Campaign Finance law is 
section 169 and is so noted in the calendar. 
 
Also, the manual has been updated to reflect the changes made following Proposal 18-
3 that was approved by Michigan voters in the 2018 General Election.  This office is 
available for any questions regarding this manual or its contents. 
 
Best of luck to all who become candidates in 2020.  It should be a very interesting 
election year!  This office stands ready to provide information on all aspects of the 
election process. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Timothy A. Snow, CMC, MCCO 
Kalamazoo County Clerk & Register of Deeds 
 

 

http://www.kalcounty.com/
http://www.michiganlegislature.gov/
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HOW TO GET ON THE BALLOT 
 

Each level of elective office has its own procedures regarding petitions and fees.  The 
following is a summary of the basic points.  Additional information regarding State 
Offices can be found on line at:  https://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-
1633_8721---,00.html 
 
STATE OFFICES: 
 
United States Senator – Files petitions with Secretary of State in Lansing, no filing fees 
are accepted.   
 
United States Representative in Congress (6th District) – Files petitions with 
Secretary of State in Lansing, no filing fees are accepted.  
 
State Representative (60th & 61st Districts) – Files petitions with Kalamazoo County 
Clerk, as these districts are entirely within Kalamazoo County.  A $100 refundable filing 
fee may be paid in lieu of petitions.  
 
State Representative (63rd & 66th Districts) – Files petitions with Secretary of State in 
Lansing, as these are multi-county districts.  A $100 refundable filing fee may be paid in 
lieu of petitions.   
 
Circuit Court Judge (8th Circuit) – Files petitions (or affidavit if incumbent) with 
Secretary of State in Lansing.  No filing fees are accepted. 
 
District Court Judge (9th District) – Files petitions (or affidavit if incumbent) with 
Secretary of State in Lansing.  No filing fees are accepted. 
 
Probate Judge – Files petitions (or affidavit if incumbent) with Kalamazoo County 
Clerk.  No filing fees are accepted. 
 
Partisan or nonpartisan (judicial) petition forms are available from the County Clerk or 
Secretary of State (Lansing).  Affidavit of Identity forms are available from the County 
Clerk, Secretary of State or online at www.michigan.gov/elections. 
 

FILING DAY FOR JUDICIAL AFFIDAVITS OF CANDIDACY IS 
MONDAY, MARCH 23, 2020 by 5:00 P.M. 

 
FILING DAY FOR ALL STATE OFFICES IS  

TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2020 by 4:00 P.M. 
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COUNTY OFFICES: 
 
Countywide Officials – Files petitions with Kalamazoo County Clerk.  A $100 
refundable filing fee may be paid in lieu of petitions. 
 
County Commissioner – Files petitions with Kalamazoo County Clerk.  A $100 
refundable filing fee may be paid in lieu of petitions. 
 
Partisan petition forms are available from the Kalamazoo County Clerk.  Affidavit of 
Identity forms are available from the County Clerk or online at 
www.michigan.gov/elections. 
 
Following the Primary Election, the $100 filing fee (State or County Office) is returned to 
the first and second place candidates on each party for each office. 
 
TOWNSHIP OFFICES: 
 
All township offices will appear on the ballot in 2020.  These may include: 
 

Supervisor 
Clerk 

Treasurer 
Trustee 

Park & Recreation Commissioner (Comstock only) 
Library Board (Comstock only – nonpartisan) 

 
Partisan petition forms are available from the appropriate Township Clerk (preferable) or 
Kalamazoo County Clerk.  Affidavit of Identity forms are available from the Township 
Clerk, County Clerk, or online at www.michigan.gov/elections. 
 
Completed petitions and Affidavits of Identity are filed with the appropriate Township 
Clerk.  A $100 refundable filing fee may be paid in lieu of petitions.  Comstock Township 
Library Board is a $100 non-refundable filing fee.  (These are new provisions in law as 
of 2019.) 
 

FILING DAY FOR ALL COUNTY AND TOWNSHIP OFFICES IS 
TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2020 by 4:00 P.M. 
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VILLAGE OFFICES: 
 
All 5 Kalamazoo County villages will elect offices in 2020.  Please see the following list 
of filing officials for village offices: 
 

Village File petitions with Clerk of: 
Augusta Ross Township 
Climax Climax Township 
Richland Richland Township 
Schoolcraft Schoolcraft Township 
Vicksburg Schoolcraft Township 

 
Nonpartisan petition forms are available from the appropriate Township Clerk 
(preferred) or the Kalamazoo County Clerk.  Affidavit of Identity forms are available from 
the Township Clerk, County Clerk or online at www.michigan.gov/elections. 
 
There is no provision for a $100 filing fee for village offices. 
 

FILING DAY FOR ALL VILLAGE OFFICES IS  
TUESDAY, JULY 21, 2020 by 4:00 P.M. 
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SCHOOL BOARDS: 
 
All 10 public school districts within Kalamazoo County, along with Kalamazoo Valley 
Community College will elect members in 2020.  The following list details who the filing 
official is for each district: 
 

School District File petitions with clerk of: 
Climax-Scotts Community Schools Climax Township 
Comstock Public Schools Comstock Charter Township 
Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools Galesburg City 
Gull Lake Community Schools Richland Township 
Kalamazoo Public Schools Kalamazoo City 
Mattawan Consolidated School Texas Charter Township 
Parchment School District Parchment City 
Portage Public Schools Portage City 
Schoolcraft Community Schools Schoolcraft Township 
Vicksburg Community Schools Schoolcraft Township 
Kalamazoo Valley Community College Kalamazoo County 

 
Nonpartisan or School District petition forms are available from the appropriate 
Township or City Clerk (preferred) or the Kalamazoo County Clerk.  Affidavit of Identity 
forms are available from the Township Clerk, County Clerk or online at 
www.michigan.gov/elections. 
 
Candidates for any school board position may pay a $100 non-refundable filing fee in 
lieu of petitions. 
 

FILING DAY FOR ALL SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICES IS 
TUESDAY, JULY 21, 2020 by 4:00 P.M. 
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DISTRICT & VILLAGE LIBRARY BOARDS: 
 
The 3 District Libraries and 2 Village Library Boards will elect members in 2020.  The 
following lists the filing official for each library board: 
 
Library File petitions with Clerk of: 
Kalamazoo Public Library District Kalamazoo City 
Parchment Community Library District Parchment City 
Portage District Library Portage City 
Lawrence Memorial Public Library Climax Township (Village members only) 
Schoolcraft Community Library Schoolcraft Township 
 
Nonpartisan petition forms are available from the appropriate Township or City Clerk 
(preferred) or the Kalamazoo County Clerk.  Affidavit of Identity forms are available from 
Township Clerk, County Clerk or online at www.michigan.gov/elections. 
 
Candidates for any library board position may file a $100 non-refundable filing fee in lieu 
of petitions. 
 

FILING DAY FOR VILLAGE LIBRARY BOARDS IS  
TUESDAY, JULY 21, 2020 by 4:00 P.M. 

 
FILING DAY FOR DISTRICT LIBRARY BOARDS IS  

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2020 by 4:00 P.M. 
 
POLITICAL PARTIES 
 
Candidates from the Democratic and Republican parties may file petitions and Affidavits 
of Identity as described above for State, County and Township offices.  Village, School 
District and Library offices are nonpartisan. 
 
Candidates from other recognized political parties in Michigan must be nominated by 
the party’s caucus or convention.  Candidates of these parties do not appear on the 
Primary Ballot, only the General Election Ballot.  The parties will provide the candidates 
a Statement of Nomination which must be filed with the Affidavit of Identity with the 
appropriate County or Township Clerk or the Secretary of State. 
 
Additional parties which have attained ballot status for 2020 are: 
 

U.S. Taxpayers Party of Michigan 
Working Class Party 

Libertarian Party 
Green Party of Michigan 

Natural Law Party 
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LOCAL POLITICAL PARTY CONTACTS 
 
Kalamazoo County Democratic Party 
Jacob Andrews, Chair 
P. O. Box 2466  3254 S. Westnedge Ave. 
Kalamazoo, MI  49003 Kalamazoo, MI  49008 
(269) 342-4217  kcdp-chair@kzoodems.com 
 
Republican Party of Kalamazoo County 
David Eyke, Chair 
P. O. Box 1502  1911 W. Centre Ave. 
Portage, MI  49081  Portage, MI  49024 
(269) 323-0067  kalamazoogop@gmail.com 
     
 
U.S. Taxpayers Party of Michigan 
William Mohr, Chair 
31 N. Tippy Dam Rd. 
P. O. Box 38 
Wellston, MI  49689 
(248) 687-8377 
 
Working Class Party of Michigan 
Larry Christenson, Chair 
P. O. Box 2033 
Detroit, MI  48202 
contact@workingclassparty.org 
 
Libertarian Party of Michigan 
Greg Stempfle, Chair 
P. O. Box 27065 
Lansing, MI  48909 
(888) 373-3669 
info@michiganlp.org 
 
Green Party of Michigan 
Paul Homeniuk, Chair 
P. O. Box 2754 
Grand Rapids, MI  49501 
(313) 815-2025 
 
Natural Law Party of Michigan 
Doug Dern, Chair 
13541 Austin Ct. 
Hartland, MI  48353 
(248) 889-0610 
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PETITION & AFFIDAVIT FORMS: 
 
It is important to use only current petition (City/Township – 2015; Countywide - 2019) 
and Affidavit of Identity (2019) forms when filing for office.  No other petition forms will 
be accepted. 
 
OFFICE TYPE OFFICES PETITION TYPE 
STATE U.S. Senator Countywide Partisan* 
 U.S. Representative Countywide Partisan 
 State Representative Countywide Partisan 
 Circuit Court Judge Countywide Nonpartisan** 
 District Court Judge Countywide Nonpartisan 
 Probate Judge Countywide Nonpartisan 
COUNTY County Commissioner City/Township Partisan 
TOWNSHIP All (except Library) City/Township Partisan 
VILLAGE All Village Nonpartisan 
SCHOOL BOARD All School District or 

City/Township Nonpartisan 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE All Community College or 

City/Township Nonpartisan 
LIBRARY All City/Township Nonpartisan 
 
*City/Township Partisan petitions may also be used wherever Countywide Partisan 
petitions are specified. 
**City/Township Nonpartisan petitions may also be used wherever Countywide 
Nonpartisan petitions are specified. 
Countywide petitions may NEVER be used in place of a City/Township petition. 
 
 
NO PARTY AFFILIATION: 
 
Candidates who desire to run for a partisan office but do not wish to be listed under a 
political party may file “Qualifying Petitions” with the appropriate Clerk or Secretary of 
State.  These petition forms are also available from the Clerk or Secretary of State.  The 
same Affidavit of Identity is used by all candidates.  There is no “Independent” 
classification for candidates in Michigan.  “No Party Affiliation” candidates may not use a 
filing fee. 
 
Candidates using “No Party Affiliation” are listed after all other party candidates on the 
General Election ballot. 
 

FILING DAY FOR ALL NO PARTY AFFILIATION CANDIDATES IS 
 THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2020 by 4:00 P.M. 
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WRITE-IN CANDIDATES: 
 
Individuals may determine to become write-in candidates for any partisan or 
nonpartisan position on the ballot in either a Primary or General Election.  Such 
candidates must file a Declaration of Intent for Write-In Candidate with the appropriate 
filing official on or before the second Friday before the election. 
 
The Write-In Declaration of Intent form was changed in 2019: 
 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/Dec-Int-Write-In_94360_7.pdf 
 
In 2020, the write-in filing dates are: 
 

• Friday, July 24 by 4:00 p.m., for the August 4 Primary Election 
• Friday, October 23 by 4:00 p.m., for the November 3 General Election 

 
In order for a write-in vote to count, the candidate’s name must be written in the correct 
space on the ballot, and the oval in the space must also be darkened.  Stickers 
containing the candidate’s name are not permitted.  In the precinct, election inspectors 
will NOT be able to provide any information regarding write-in candidates, including the 
spelling of a name. 
 
Following the election, the County Board of Canvassers will make a final determination 
of which write-in votes will count based on State guidelines. 
 
In the case of a partisan primary, a write-in candidate must meet a vote threshold in 
addition to receiving more votes than other candidates: 
 

1) 10 votes, AND 
2) .15 of 1% (.0015) of the total population, as reflected by the last official federal 

census, of the district represented by the office sought by the write-in candidate, 
AND 

3a) The following is applied only if a write-in candidate seeks nomination to an office      
for which only one candidate is to be elected: 

- 5% (.05) of the greatest number of votes cast under the write-in candidate’s 
party for all candidates running for any office for which only one candidate is 
to be elected within the district represented by the office sought by the write-in 
candidate. 

3b) The following is applied only if a write-in candidate seeks nomination to an office 
for which more than one candidate is to be elected: 

- 5% (.05) of the greatest number of votes cast by any party on the ballot for 
any candidate seeking the same office as the write-in candidate. 
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STATE CANDIDATE SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS – 2020 
 
DISTRICT 2010 

POPULATION 
PARTISAN 
MINIMUM 

PARTISAN 
MAXIMUM 

QUALIFYING 
MINIMUM 

QUALIFYING 
MAXIMUM 

FILING 
OFFICIAL 

U.S. Senator 9,000,000 15,000 30,000 30,000 60,000 Secretary 
of State 

U.S. 
Representative 
(6th District) 

705,974 1,000 2,000 3,000 6,000 Secretary 
of State 

       
State 
Representative 
(60th & 61st 
Districts) 

~89,851 200 400 600 1,200 County 
Clerk 

State 
Representative 
(63rd & 66th 
Districts) 

~89,851 200 400 600 1,200 Secretary 
of State 

 
 

COUNTYWIDE PARTISAN SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS – 2020 
All file with County Clerk 

 
OFFICE 2010 

POPULATION 
PARTISAN 
MINIMUM 

PARTISAN 
MAXIMUM 

QUALIFYING 
MINIMUM 

QUALIFYING 
MAXIMUM 

Prosecuting 
Attorney 

250,331 500 1,000 1,500 3,000 

Sheriff 250,331 500 1,000 1,500 3,000 
Clerk/Register 250,331 500 1,000 1,500 3,000 

Treasurer 250,331 500 1,000 1,500 3,000 
Drain 

Commissioner 
250,331 500 1,000 1,500 3,000 

Surveyor 250,331 500 1,000 1,500 3,000 
 

COUNTYWIDE NONPARTISAN SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS – 2020 
 

OFFICE 2010 POPULATION NONPARTISAN 
MINIMUM 

NONPARTISAN 
MAXIMUM 

FILING OFFICIAL 

Circuit Court Judge - 
9th Circuit 

250,331 1,000 2,000 Secretary of State 

District Court Judge 
– 8th District 

250,331 1,000 2,000 Secretary of State 

Probate Judge 250,331 1,000 2,000 County Clerk 
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COUNTY COMMISSION SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS – 2020 
All file with County Clerk 

 
DISTRICT 2010 

POPULATION 
PARTISAN 
MINIMUM 

PARTISAN 
MAXIMUM 

QUALIFYING 
MINIMUM 

QUALIFYING 
MAXIMUM 

DISTRICT 1 23,158 20 50 60 150 

DISTRICT 2 22,273 20 50 60 150 

DISTRICT 3 23,608 20 50 60 150 

DISTRICT 4 23,191 20 50 60 150 

DISTRICT 5 22,855 20 50 60 150 

DISTRICT 6 22,355 20 50 60 150 

DISTRICT 7 22,606 20 50 60 150 

DISTRICT 8 23,189 20 50 60 150 

DISTRICT 9 23,059 20 50 60 150 

DISTRICT 10 22,118 20 50 60 150 

DISTRICT 11 21,919 20 50 60 150 

 
 
 
 

TOWNSHIP SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS – 2020 
 
 

TOWNSHIP 2010 
POPULATION 

PARTISAN 
MINIMUM 

PARTISAN 
MAXIMUM 

QUALIFYING 
MINIMUM 

QUALIFYING 
MAXIMUM 

Alamo 3,762 3 10 9 30 

Brady 4,248 3 10 9 30 

Charleston 1,975 3 10 9 30 

Climax 2,463 3 10 9 30 

Comstock 14,854 20 50 60 150 

Cooper 10,111 20 50 60 150 

Kalamazoo 21,918 20 50 60 150 

Oshtemo 21,705 20 50 60 150 

Pavilion 6,222 3 10 9 30 

Prairie Ronde 2,250 3 10 9 30 

Richland 7,580 3 10 9 30 

Ross 4,664 3 10 9 30 

Schoolcraft 8,214 3 10 9 30 

Texas 14,697 20 50 60 150 

Wakeshma 1,301 3 10 9 30 
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VILLAGE SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS – 2020 
 

VILLAGE 2010 
POPULATION 

NONPARTISAN 
MINIMUM 

NONPARTISAN 
MAXIMUM 

FILING OFFICIAL 

Augusta 885 6 20 Norman Kellogg,   
Ross Township Clerk 

Climax 767 6 20 Marcia Lewis,  
Climax Township Clerk 

Richland 751 6 20 Bear Priest,  
Richland Township Clerk 

Schoolcraft 1,525 6 20 Virginia M. Mongreig,  
Schoolcraft Township Clerk 

Vicksburg 2,906 6 20 Virginia M. Mongreig,  
Schoolcraft Township Clerk 
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KALAMAZOO COUNTY SCHOOL BOARDS AND LIBRARY DISTRICTS 
SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS – 2020 

 
SCHOOL OR LIBRARY 

DISTRICT 
2010 

POPULATION 
NON-

PARTISAN 
MINIMUM 

NON-
PARTISAN 
MAXIMUM 

FILING OFFICIAL 

Climax-Scotts Community 
Schools 

3,871 6 20 Marcia Lewis,  
Climax Township Clerk 

Comstock Public Schools 16,029 40 100 Michelle Mohney,  
Comstock Township Clerk 

Galesburg-Augusta 
Community Schools 

7,011 6 20 Karen Bresson,  
Galesburg City Clerk 

Gull Lake Community 
Schools 

18,888 40 100 Bear Priest,  
Richland Township Clerk 

Kalamazoo Public Schools 107,907 40 100 Scott A. Borling,  
Kalamazoo City Clerk 

Mattawan Consolidated 
School 

18,006 40 100 Linda M. Kerr,  
Texas Township Clerk 

Parchment School District 9,779 6 20 Shannon Stutz,  
Parchment City Clerk 

Portage Public Schools 51,511 40 100 Adam Herringa,  
Portage City Clerk 

Schoolcraft Community 
Schools 

5,377 6 20 Virginia M. Mongreig, 
Schoolcraft Township Clerk 

Vicksburg Community 
Schools 

14,867 40 100 Virginia M. Mongreig, 
Schoolcraft Township Clerk 

     
Kalamazoo Valley 

Community College 
253,246 40 100 Timothy A. Snow,  

Kalamazoo County Clerk 
     

Kalamazoo Public Library 
District 

116,606 40 100 Scott A. Borling,  
Kalamazoo City Clerk 

Parchment Community 
Library District 

9,779 6 20 Shannon Stutz,  
Parchment City Clerk 

Portage District Library 52,200 40 100 Adam Herringa,  
Portage City Clerk 

     
Lawrence Memorial Public 

Library 
610 6 20 Marcia Lewis,  

Climax Township Clerk 
Schoolcraft Community 

Library 
1,359 6 20 Virginia M. Mongreig, 

Schoolcraft Township Clerk 
 

 

24



DESCRIPTIONS OF CONGRESSIONAL & LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS 
 
U.S. House of Representatives – 6th District: 
  

Allegan County (part): Cities of:  Allegan, Douglas, Fennville, Holland (part), Otsego, 
Plainwell, Saugatuck, Wayland 

  
Townships of:  Allegan, Casco, Cheshire, Clyde, Dorr, Fillmore, 
Ganges, Gunplain, Heath, Hopkins, Laketown, Lee, Leighton, 
Manlius, Martin, Monterey, Otsego, Overisel, Salem, Saugatuck, 
Trowbridge, Valley, Watson, Wayland 

 
Berrien County Cities of:  Benton Harbor, Berrien Springs, Bridgman, Buchanan, 

Coloma, New Buffalo, Niles (part), St. Joseph, Stevensville, 
Watervliet 

  
Townships of:  Bainbridge, Baroda, Benton, Berrien, Bertrand, 
Buchanan, Chikaming, Coloma, Galien, Hagar, Lake, Lincoln, 
New Buffalo, Niles, Oronoko, Pipestone, Royalton, St. Joseph, 
Sodus, Three Oaks, Watervliet, Weesaw 

 
 Cass County   Cities of:  Dowagiac, Niles (part) 

 
Townships of:  Calvin, Howard, Jefferson, LaGrange, Marcellus, 
Mason, Milton, Newberg, Penn, Pokagon, Porter, Silver Creek, 
Volinia, Wayne 

 
 Kalamazoo County  Cities of:  Galesburg, Kalamazoo, Parchment, Portage 

 
Townships of:  Alamo, Brady, Charleston, Climax, Comstock, 
Cooper, Kalamazoo, Oshtemo, Pavilion, Prairie Ronde, 
Richland, Ross, Schoolcraft, Texas, Wakeshma 
 

 St. Joseph County  Cities of:  Sturgis, Three Rivers 
 
Townships of:  Burr Oak, Colon, Constantine, Fabius, Fawn 
River, Florence, Flowerfield, Leonidas, Lockport, Mendon, 
Mottville, Nottawa, Park, Sherman, Sturgis, White Pigeon 
 

 Van Buren County  Cities of:  Bangor, Gobles, Hartford, South Haven 
 
Townships of:  Almena, Antwerp, Arlington, Bloomingdale, 
Bangor, Columbia, Covert, Decatur, Geneva, Hamilton, Hartford, 
Keeler, Lawrence, Paw Paw, Pine Grove, Porter, South Haven, 
Waverly 
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State Representative – 60th District: 
 
 Kalamazoo County (part): City of Kalamazoo 
      

Township of Kalamazoo (part – precincts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11) 

 
State Representative – 61st District: 
 
 Kalamazoo County (part): City of Portage 
      

Townships of:  Oshtemo, Prairie Ronde, Schoolcraft, Texas 
 
State Representative – 63rd District: 
 
 Calhoun County (part):  City of Marshall 
      

Townships of:  Athens, Burlington, Clarendon, Eckford, Emmett, 
     Fredonia, Homer, Leroy, Marengo, Marshall, Newton, Tekonsha 
 
 Kalamazoo County (part): City of Galesburg 

 
Townships of:  Brady, Charleston, Climax, Comstock, 
Kalamazoo (Precinct 12 only), Pavilion, Ross, Wakeshma 

 
State Representative – 66th District: 
 
 Kalamazoo County (part): City of Parchment 
      

Townships of:  Alamo, Cooper 
 
Van Buren County  Cities of:  Bangor, Gobles, Hartford, South Haven 

 
Townships of:  Almena, Antwerp, Arlington, Bloomingdale, 
Bangor, Columbia, Covert, Decatur, Geneva, Hamilton, Hartford, 
Keeler, Lawrence, Paw Paw, Pine Grove, Porter, South Haven, 
Waverly 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26



OFFICE HOLDERS WHOSE TERMS EXPIRE IN 2020 
 
OFFICE    OFFICE HOLDER     PARTY 
 
STATE & FEDERAL OFFICES 
          
UNITED STATES SENATOR  Gary Peters      D 
 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS – 6th DIST. Fred Upton      R 
 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION Michelle Fecteau     D  
     Lupe Ramos-Montigny     D 
 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN BOARD OF REGENTS 
     Mark Bernstein      D 
     Shauna Ryder Diggs     D 
 
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
     Joel I. Ferguson      D 
     Brian Mossallam     D 
 
WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
     Kim Trent      D 

Sandra Hughes O’Brien     D 
       

~Term limited 
 
STATE LEGISLATORS 
 
60th DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE Jon Hoadley~      D 
61st DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE Brandt Iden~      R 
63rd DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE Matt Hall      R 
66th DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE Beth Griffin~      R 
 
 
 
 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: 
 
DISTRICT 1    Stephanie Moore     D 
DISTRICT 2    Zachary Bauer      D 
DISTRICT 3    Tracy Hall      D 
DISTRICT 4    Michael A. Seals     D 
DISTRICT 5    Julie M. Rogers      D 
DISTRICT 6    Jennifer Aniano      D 
DISTRICT 7    Roger Tuinier      R 
DISTRICT 8    John Gisler      R 
DISTRICT 9    Christine Morse      D 
DISTRICT 10    Mike Quinn      D 
DISTRICT 11    Meredith Place      D 
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TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS: 

ALAMO  Supervisor Gail VanderWeele R 
Clerk Cindy Snyder  (appointed) 
Treasurer Mary Ellen Stoneburner R 
Trustee John M. Kennedy R 
Trustee Patrick Studabaker (appointed)

BRADY  Supervisor Tracy Locey  R 
Clerk Michelle Crawford R 
Treasurer Malia Allgaier  R 
Trustee John Meyer R 
Trustee Randy Smith  R 

CHARLESTON Supervisor Jerry VanderRoest R 
Clerk Linda Kramer  R 
Treasurer Brenda Schug  R 
Trustee Donald Balkema R 
Trustee Brian Moravek  (appointed)

CLIMAX Supervisor Trent Piper R 
Clerk Marcia Lewis  R 
Treasurer Steven Walman  R 
Trustee Joel Amos R 
Trustee Richard Thierjung R 

COMSTOCK Supervisor Randy Thompson D 
Clerk Michelle Mohney R 
Treasurer Brett Padgett  D 
Trustee Jerry Amos R 
Trustee Christopher Daniels R 
Trustee Terry McIver  R 
Trustee Bob Pratt D 

Parks & Recreation Commission 
Judith Joling R 
Linda Law D 
Sharon Spears D 
John Weir D 
Teresa Young D 

COOPER Supervisor Jeff Sorensen  R 
Clerk DeAnna Janssen R 
Treasurer Carol S. DeHaan R 
Trustee Rob Bricker (appointed)
Trustee Jim Frederick  R 
Trustee Robert Schiedel  R 
Trustee Fred Vlietstra  R 

KALAMAZOO Supervisor Don Martin D 
Clerk Mark E. Miller  D 
Treasurer Sherine Miller  D 
Trustee Jeremy Hathcock D 
Trustee Nicolette Leigh  D 
Trustee Steven Leuty  D 
Trustee Jen Strebs D 
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OSHTEMO    Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell   D 
     Clerk  Dusty Farmer    D 
     Treasurer Grant Taylor    (appointed) 
     Trustee  Cheri Bell    (appointed) 
     Trustee  Deb Everett    D 

Trustee  Zak Ford    D  
Trustee  Ken Hudok    D 

           
PAVILION    Supervisor John Speeter    R 
     Clerk  Karen Siegwart    R 
     Treasurer Robyn Froberg    R 
     Trustee  Ruth Blake    R 
     Trustee  Gregory Thomas   R 
 
PRAIRIE RONDE   Supervisor Thomas L. Swiat, Jr.   R 
     Clerk  Dale Smith    (appointed)  
     Treasurer Sarah Smith    NPA 
     Trustee  John Chapin    R 
     Trustee  Michael Tomlinson   R 
 
RICHLAND    Supervisor Lysanne Harma    R 
     Clerk  Bear Priest    R 
     Treasurer Marsha Drouin    R 
     Trustee  Loyal Eldridge III   R 
     Trustee  Paul Foust    R 
     Trustee  Nicole Speedy    (appointed) 
     Trustee  David Wendzel    R 
 
ROSS     Supervisor Robert B. Baker    R 
     Clerk  Norman P. Kellogg   R 
     Treasurer Cynthia Genung   R 
     Trustee  Lynn M. Harma    R  
     Trustee  Diana Langshaw   R 
     Trustee  David Senkewitz   R 
     Trustee  Mike Sulka    NPA 
 
SCHOOLCRAFT   Supervisor Donald K. Ulsh    R 
     Clerk  Virginia M. Mongreig   R 
     Treasurer Teresa Scott    R 
     Trustee  Greg Feldmeier    R 
     Trustee  Ken Hovenkamp   R 
 
TEXAS     Supervisor John Hinkle    R 
     Clerk  Linda M. Kerr    R 
     Treasurer Trish Roberts    R 
     Trustee  Donald Boven    R 
    Trustee  Tim Brown    R 

   Trustee  Nicholas Loeks    R 
     Trustee  Wendy Mazer    R 
      
WAKESHMA    Supervisor Jason Gatlin    R 
     Clerk  Shawn Fritz    R 
     Treasurer Leanne Munn    R 
     Trustee  Trevor Bennett    R 
     Trustee  Barbara Thole    R 
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LOCAL NON-PARTISAN OFFICIALS: 
 
GALESBURG CITY    Mayor    Lori West 

Councilmembers 
       Rebecca Harmon 
       Richard Pawlawski 
       Doug Smith 
      
VILLAGE OF AUGUSTA  President John Thomas 

Trustees Peter Crance 
  Archie Silkworth  

Vacancy  
   

 
VILLAGE OF CLIMAX   President Bruce Rolfe 
     Trustee  Gary Gammons 
       Tiffanie Richardson 

Janet Sutherland  
        
VILLAGE OF RICHLAND  President David Greve 
     Trustees Gail Koporetz 
       John T. Smith 
       Randy Walbridge 
 
VILLAGE OF SCHOOLCRAFT  President Keith Gunnett 
     Trustees Russell Barnes 
       Michael Rochholz 
       Sy Spears 
 
VILLAGE OF VICKSBURG  President Bill Adams 

Trustees Colin Bailey 
       Timothy Frisbie  

Gail Reisterer 
           
JUDICIAL OFFICIALS 
 
MICHIGAN SUPREME COURT   Bridget Mary McCormack 
      Stephen Markman (ineligible due to age) 
      
COURT OF APPEALS (1st District)  Karen Fort Hood 
      Aneca Letica 
      Christopher Murray 
      
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE (9th Circuit)  Gary C. Giguere, Jr. 
      
DISTRICT COURT JUDGE (8th District)  Katherine Hemingway 
      Julie K. Phillips 
      Richard A. Santoni 
 
PROBATE JUDGE                   Tiffany A. Ankley 
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KALAMAZOO COUNTY SCHOOL BOARDS 
 
CLIMAX-SCOTTS COMMUNITY SCHOOLS     Lori Bagwell 
(4 year term)       Jacqueline Longman 
        Trent Piper 
        Sue Reichert 
 
COMSTOCK PUBLIC SCHOOLS      Paul Lamphear 
(4 year term)       Pamela Dickinson 
        Karen Howes 
 
GALESBURG-AUGUSTA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS  Stephanie Knoblock  
(4 year term)       Carolyn Martin 
        Archie Silkworth    
        Benjamin Overgaard (2 yr. partial term) 
              
GULL LAKE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS    Carol McFee Mendez 
(6 year term)       Jonathan Scott 
       
KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS    Ken Greschak 
(6 year term)       TiAnna Harrison 
        Patti Sholler-Barber 
        Jason Morris (2 year partial term) 
 
MATTAWAN CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL   Onur Arugaslan 
(4 year term)       Mark Noffsinger 
        Ted Roethlisberger 
  
PARCHMENT SCHOOL DISTRICT    Cheryl Balmer 
(6 year term)       Annette Sorensen 
        Leta VanderVeen 
            
PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS     Kurt Droppers 
(4 year term)       Teresa C. Novaria 
        Rusty Rathburn 
        Robert (Bo) Snyder  
         
SCHOOLCRAFT COMMUNITY SCHOOLS   Ryan Ledlow 
(6 year term)       Kathy Mastenbrook 
        Jason Walther 
        Wade Rutkoskie (2 year partial term) 
         
VICKSBURG COMMUNITY SCHOOLS    Rudy Callen 
(6 year term)       Christina Forsyth 
         

DISTRICT LIBRARY BOARDS OF TRUSTEES 
 
KALAMAZOO PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT   Bob Brown 
(4 year term)       Lisa A. Godfrey 
        Cheryl M. TenBrink 
        Jannie M. Williams 
 
Description:  All of Kalamazoo City (except that portion within the Parchment School District/Library 
District); All of Kalamazoo Township (except that portion within the Parchment School District/Library 
District); All of Oshtemo Township 
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PARCHMENT COMMUNITY LIBRARY DISTRICT  Paul Banner 
(4 year term)       Kimberly Gheen 
        Stephanie Grathwol 
        Gene Wood 
 
Description:  Parchment Community Library District lines are identical to the Parchment School District, 
which includes portions of Cooper Township, Kalamazoo Township, Kalamazoo City and all of the City of 
Parchment 
  
PORTAGE DISTRICT LIBRARY     Michelle Behr 
(4 year term)       Carra Terry 
        Ted W. Vliek, Sr. 
        Tom Welsh 
 
Description:  All of the City of Portage plus the portions of Pavilion Township and Texas Township lying 
within Portage Public Schools 
 

LIBRARY BOARDS OF TRUSTEES  
 
COMSTOCK TOWNSHIP LIBRARY    Joe Calvaruso 
        Shari Donovan 
        Karen Jameson 
        Jill LeBeau  

Sue Marietta 
        Mardell Terpstra 
         
 
LAWRENCE MEMORIAL PUBLIC LIBRARY (Climax Village) Deanna Stoll 
(4 year term)       Ralph Weessies 
 
Description:  Village of Climax and Climax Township.  Only representatives from the Village of Climax are 
elected. 
         
 
SCHOOLCRAFT COMMUNITY LIBRARY (Schoolcraft Village) Ashley Willis 
(4 year term) 
 
Description:  Village of Schoolcraft, Prairie Ronde Township and that portion of Schoolcraft Township 
lying within Schoolcraft Community Schools.  Only representatives from the Village of Schoolcraft are 
elected.        

 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

 
KALAMAZOO VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE  Mary T. Gustas 
(6 year term)       Lucinda M. Stinson 
 
Description:  The area comprising the following public school districts -  Climax-Scotts Community 
Schools, Comstock Public Schools, Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools, Gull Lake Community 
Schools, Kalamazoo Public Schools, Mattawan Consolidated School, Parchment School District, Portage 
Public Schools, Schoolcraft Community Schools, Vicksburg Community Schools 
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KALAMAZOO COUNTY PRECINCTS AND DISTRICTS CHART 
2012-2022 

MUNICIPALITY PRECINCT CONGRESS STATE 
SENATE 

STATE 
REPRESENTATIVE 

COUNTY 
COMMISSION 

Alamo 1 6 20 66 5 
Alamo 2 6 20 66 5 
Brady 1 6 20 63 8 
Brady 2 6 20 63 8 
Charleston 1 6 20 63 7 
Climax 1 6 20 63 7 
Comstock 1 6 20 63 7 
Comstock 2 6 20 63 7 
Comstock 3 6 20 63 7 
Comstock 4 6 20 63 7 
Comstock 5 6 20 63 7 
Comstock 6 6 20 63 7 
Comstock 7 6 20 63 7 
Cooper 1 6 20 66 6 
Cooper 2 6 20 66 6 
Cooper 3 6 20 66 6 
Cooper 4 6 20 66 6 
Cooper 5 6 20 66 6 
Kalamazoo Twp. 1 6 20 60 2 
Kalamazoo Twp. 2 6 20 60 4 
Kalamazoo Twp. 3 6 20 60 5 
Kalamazoo Twp. 4 6 20 60 4 
Kalamazoo Twp. 5 6 20 60 4 
Kalamazoo Twp. 7 6 20 60 4 
Kalamazoo Twp. 8 6 20 60 4 
Kalamazoo Twp. 9 6 20 60 5 
Kalamazoo Twp. 10 6 20 60 1 
Kalamazoo Twp. 11 6 20 60 1 
Kalamazoo Twp. 12 6 20 63 4 
Oshtemo 1 6 20 61 5 
Oshtemo 2 6 20 61 5 
Oshtemo 3 6 20 61 5 
Oshtemo 4 6 20 61 9 
Oshtemo 5 6 20 61 9 
Oshtemo 6 6 20 61 5 
Oshtemo 7 6 20 61 9 
Oshtemo 8 6 20 61 9 
Oshtemo 9 6 20 61 5 
Oshtemo 10 6 20 61 9 
Pavilion 1 6 20 63 8 
Pavilion 2 6 20 63 8 
Pavilion 3 6 20 63 8 
Prairie Ronde 1 6 20 61 8 
Richland 1 6 20 63 6 
Richland 2 6 20 63 6 
Richland 3 6 20 63 6 
Ross 1 6 20 63 6 
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Ross 2 6 20 63 6 
Schoolcraft 1 6 20 61 8 
Schoolcraft 2 6 20 61 8 
Schoolcraft 3 6 20 61 8 
Schoolcraft 4 6 20 61 8 
Texas 1 6 20 61 9 
Texas 2 6 20 61 9 
Texas 3 6 20 61 9 
Texas 4 6 20 61 9 
Texas 5 6 20 61 9 
Texas 6 6 20 61 9 
Wakeshma 1 6 20 63 7 
Galesburg 1 6 20 63 7 
Kalamazoo 1 6 20 60 1 
Kalamazoo 2 6 20 60 3 
Kalamazoo 3 6 20 60 2 
Kalamazoo 4 6 20 60 3 
Kalamazoo 5 6 20 60 4 
Kalamazoo 6 6 20 60 4 
Kalamazoo 7 6 20 60 1 
Kalamazoo 8 6 20 60 1 
Kalamazoo 9 6 20 60 1 
Kalamazoo 10 6 20 60 4 
Kalamazoo 11 6 20 60 1 
Kalamazoo 12 6 20 60 3 
Kalamazoo 13 6 20 60 1 
Kalamazoo 14 6 20 60 1 
Kalamazoo 15 6 20 60 2 
Kalamazoo 16 6 20 60 2 
Kalamazoo 17 6 20 60 2 
Kalamazoo 18 6 20 60 2 
Kalamazoo 19 6 20 60 3 
Kalamazoo 20 6 20 60 2 
Kalamazoo 21 6 20 60 2 
Kalamazoo 22 6 20 60 3 
Kalamazoo 23 6 20 60 2 
Kalamazoo 24 6 20 60 2 
Kalamazoo 25 6 20 60 3 
Kalamazoo 26 6 20 60 3 
Kalamazoo 27 6 20 60 1 
Parchment 1 6 20 61 4 
Portage 1 6 20 61 10 
Portage 2 6 20 61 8 
Portage 3 6 20 61 11 
Portage 4 6 20 61 11 
Portage 5 6 20 61 11 
Portage 6 6 20 61 11 
Portage 7 6 20 61 11 
Portage 8 6 20 61 10 
Portage 9 6 20 61 10 
Portage 10 6 20 61 10 
Portage 11 6 20 61 10 
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Portage 12 6 20 61 11 
Portage 13 6 20 61 10 
Portage 14 6 20 61 10 
Portage 15 6 20 61 11 
Portage 16 6 20 61 10 
Portage 17 6 20 61 11 
Portage 18 6 20 61 10 
Portage 19 6 20 61 10 
Portage 20 6 20 61 11 
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KALAMAZOO COUNTY PRECINCT LOCATIONS 
AS OF NOVEMBER 21, 2019 

Alamo Township 
#1 Township Hall ............................................................................. 7901 North 6th St. 
#2 Alamo Community Church .......................................................... 7925 North 6th St. 

Brady Township 
#1 Township Hall ......................................................................... 13123 South 24th St. 
#2 Chapman Memorial Church ........................................................ 7520 East U Ave. 

Charleston Township 
#1 Township Hall ........................................................................... 1499 South 38th St. 

Climax Township 
#1 Township Hall ........................................................................... 110 North Main St. 

Comstock Charter Township 
#1 Galesburg Baptist Church .................................................. 10100 Shadowlane Dr. 
#2 Comstock Community Center .................................................. 6330 King Highway 
#3 Comstock Christian Reformed Church .................................. 5300 Comstock Ave. 
#4 Northeastern Baptist Church ...................................................... 6536 East G Ave. 
#5 Church of God Family Worship Center ....................................... 5841 East H Ave. 
#6 Kalamazoo Community Church ................................................ 2435 North 26th St. 
#7 Northeastern Baptist Church ...................................................... 6536 East G Ave. 

Cooper Charter Township 
#1 Township Hall ............................................................................ 1590 West D Ave. 
#2 Fire Station #2 ........................................................................... 3160 McKinley St. 
#3 Bethel Baptist Church ............................................................... 5701 Mt. Olivet Rd. 
#4 North Bridge Church ................................................................. 8824 Douglas Ave. 
#5 Cooper’s Landing Apartments Community Room .............. 5001 Cooper’s Landing 

Kalamazoo Charter Township 
#1 Lakewood Fire Station ...................................................................... 3100 Lake St. 
#2 Northwood Fire Station ............................................................ 2617 N. Burdick St. 
#3 Grace Harbor Church ................................................................ 811 Gorham Lane 
#4 West Main School Professional Development Center ............. 1625 West Main St. 
#5 Westwood Fire Station ................................................................ 1310 Nichols Rd. 
#7 Hillside Middle School ................................................................. 1941 Alamo Ave. 
#8 Westland Meadows Community Room ...................................... 4300 Leisure Lane 
#9 Second Christian Reformed Church ............................................ 3015 Nichols Rd. 
#10 Eastwood Fire Station .............................................................. 2703 East Main St. 
#11 Northeastern Elementary School ................................................ 2433 Gertrude St. 
#12 Sunnyside United Methodist Church ............................................. 2800 Gull Road 
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Oshtemo Charter Township 
#1 Grange Hall ................................................................................ 3234 North 3rd St. 
#2 Fire Station #2 ............................................................................ 3500 South 6th St. 
#3 Oshtemo Branch Library .......................................................... 7265 West Main St. 
#4 Voyage Church (Fellowship Hall) .............................................. 6339 Atlantic Ave. 
#5 West Kalamazoo Christian Church (Lobby) ........................... 454 South Drake Rd. 
#6 West Kalamazoo Christian Church (Auditorium) ................... 454 South Drake Rd. 
#7 Voyage Church (Gymnasium) ................................................... 6339 Atlantic Ave. 
#8 Oshtemo Community Center ................................................... 6407 Parkview Ave. 
#9 Township Hall .......................................................................... 7275 West Main St. 
#10 Oshtemo United Methodist Church .......................................... 6574 Stadium Drive 

Pavilion Township 
#1 Lakeland Reformed Church ............................................10442 South Sprinkle Rd. 
#2 Country Christian Church ......................................................... 9286 South 36th St. 
#3 Township Hall ............................................................................. 7510 East Q Ave. 

Prairie Ronde Township 
#1 Township Hall ............................................................................ 8140 West W Ave. 

Richland Township 
#1 Gracespring Bible Church ............................................. .............. 8643 Gull Road 
#2 Living Hope Community Church.................................................. 9292 East CD Ave. 
#3 Haven Church ................................................................... 5350 North Sprinkle Rd. 

Ross Township 
#1 Augusta Village Hall .................................................................. 109 W. Clinton St. 
#2 Yorkville Community Church .................................................... 11523 East D Ave. 

Schoolcraft Township 
#1 Township Hall .............................................................................. 50 East VW Ave. 
#2 Schoolcraft Fire Station ............................................................... 103 N. Grand St. 
#3 Vicksburg United Methodist Church ......................................... 217 South Main St. 
#4 Schoolcraft Fire Station ............................................................... 103 N. Grand St. 

Texas Charter Township 
#1 Calvary Reformed Church .......................................................... 7829 South 5th St. 
#2 Township Hall ............................................................................ 7110 West Q Ave. 
#3 KVCC Groves Campus ............................................................ 7107 Elm Valley Dr. 
#4 Southridge Reformed Church ..................................................... 6726 Texas Drive 
#5 Southridge Reformed Church ..................................................... 6726 Texas Drive 
#6 Calvary Reformed Church .......................................................... 7829 South 5th St. 
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Wakeshma Township 
#1 Township Hall ........................................................................ 13988 South 42nd St. 
 

Galesburg City 
#1 City Hall ................................................................................ 200 E. Michigan Ave. 
 
Kalamazoo City 
#1 First United Methodist Church ........................................................ 212 S. Park St. 
#2 Bernhard Student Center ........................................... Western Michigan University 
#3 First United Methodist Church ........................................................ 212 S. Park St. 
#4 Bernhard Student Center ........................................... Western Michigan University 
#5 Arcadia Elementary School ........................................................ 932 Boswell Lane 
#6 Friendship Village Kiva .............................................................. 1400 N. Drake Rd. 
#7 Douglass Community Association ........................................ 1000 W. Paterson St. 
#8 Mt. Zion Baptist Church .............................................................. 120 Roberson St. 
#9 Douglass Community Association ........................................ 1000 W. Paterson St. 
#10 Spring Valley Center for Exploration ......................................... 3530 Mt. Olivet Rd. 
#11 Eastside Community Center ..................................................... 1301 East Main St. 
#12 Oakwood Bible Church ............................................................ 4100 Oakland Drive 
#13 St. Joseph’s Catholic School – Bennett Building ................................ 930 Lake St. 
#14 St. Joseph’s Catholic School – Bennett Building ................................ 930 Lake St. 
#15 Washington Writer’s Academy ..................................................... 1919 Portage St. 
#16 Milwood Community Church ....................................................... 3306 Lovers Lane  
#17 Milwood United Methodist Church ............................................... 3919 Portage St. 
#18 Milwood Community Church ....................................................... 3306 Lovers Lane 
#19 Southern Heights Christian Reformed Church .................... 4141 E. Hillandale Dr. 
#20 Centerpoint City Church ................................................................ 326 W. Cork St. 
#21 Girl Scouts Building ..................................................................... 601 W. Maple St. 
#22 Winchell Elementary School ..................................................... 2316 Winchell Ave. 
#23 Parkwood-Upjohn Elementary School .......................................... 2321 S. Park St. 
#24 Girl Scouts Building ..................................................................... 601 W. Maple St. 
#25 Southern Heights Christian Reformed Church .................... 4141 E. Hillandale Dr. 
#26 Parkview Hills Clubhouse .................................................... 3707 Greenleaf Circle 
#27 Mt. Zion Baptist Church .............................................................. 120 Roberson St. 
 
Parchment City 
#1 City Hall .................................................................................. 650 S. Riverview Dr. 
 
Portage City 
#1 Portage Public Schools “Dog House” Multipurpose Gym ............. 1000 Idaho Ave. 
#2 Goldentree Apartments Community Room .............................. 4795 E. Milham Rd. 
#3 Portage Senior Center ................................................................. 320 Library Lane 
#4 Lord of Life Lutheran Church ................................................... 9420 Portage Road 
#5 Portage Public Schools “Stable” Multipurpose Gym ........ 8305 S. Westnedge Ave. 
#6 Lord of Life Lutheran Church ................................................... 9420 Portage Road 
#7 K-RESA Service Center .......................................................... 1819 E. Milham Rd. 
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#8 Chapel Hill United Methodist Church ....................................... 7028 Oakland Drive 
#9 Prince of Peace Lutheran Church ......................................... 1747 W. Milham Ave. 
#10 Portage Public Schools “Stable” Multipurpose Gym ........ 8305 S. Westnedge Ave. 
#11 Kalamazoo First Assembly of God .......................................... 5500 Oakland Drive 
#12 Portage Public Schools “Stable” Multipurpose Gym ........ 8305 S. Westnedge Ave. 
#13 St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church ................................. 1150 W. Centre Ave. 
#14 Chapel Hill United Methodist Church ....................................... 7028 Oakland Drive  
#15 Portage Public Schools “Dog House” Multipurpose Gym ............. 1000 Idaho Ave. 
#16 The Bridge Church ................................................................... 7200 Angling Road 
#17 Pathfinder Church ............................................................ 8740 S. Westnedge Ave. 
#18 The Bridge Church ................................................................... 7200 Angling Road  
#19 Kalamazoo First Assembly of God .......................................... 5550 Oakland Drive 
#20 Westminster Presbyterian Church ................................................ 1515 Helen Ave.    
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

I understand there is a new voting system as of 2017.  What should I know about 
it? 

• A new voting system from Election Systems & Software (ES&S) was 
purchased by the State of Michigan in 2017 and was used for the first time at 
the November 2017 City Election. 

• The new tabulator, called a DS200, is an upgraded version of our previous 
M100.  This tabulator has a large color screen to provide the voters and 
election inspectors much more information about issues that arise if there is a 
problem with a ballot being tabulated. 

• Voters will also notice that their ballot is being tabulated somewhat faster than 
the M100 system. 

 
Is there also a new accessible voting device? 
 

• Yes, the new ExpressVote replaces the AutoMARK, which had been used 
since 2006.  These devices were also purchased by the State of Michigan. 

• The ExpressVote works in a very similar method to the AutoMARK, but the 
device is considerably smaller in size.  The voter may use the touch screen or 
press buttons to cast votes. 

• Instead of using an actual ballot, the ExpressVote prints out a list of all the 
candidates that the voter selected.  This printed list is then tabulated in the 
DS200 along with all other ballots. 

 
How does the optical scan voting system work? 
 

• Ballots are printed on heavy paper and are tabulated electronically.  Voters must 
darken an oval to the right of the candidate’s name in order for the vote to be 
counted.  The tabulator is programmed not to count more votes than are allowed. 

 
If I vote for more candidates than are allowed, does that spoil my entire ballot? 
 

• No.  The tabulator is programmed to stop the tabulation process.  The tabulator 
will beep and a message will appear on the tabulator screen.  An Election 
Inspector will come to assist you and be able to explain your options. 

 
Are write-in votes acceptable? 
 

• Yes.  However only votes for qualified write-in candidates will be counted.  If 
someone wants to be a write-in candidate, they must file an Affidavit with the 
appropriate Clerk by the second Friday before the election.  If names are written 
in on the ballot and the person has not filed an Affidavit form, the votes are 
ignored. 

• If a vote is cast for a qualified write-in candidate, the candidate’s name must be 
written in the space and the oval must be darkened for the vote to be counted. 
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• Should you desire to cast a write-in vote, please remember that stickers 
containing the name of the candidate cannot be used on any ballot.  If the sticker 
should happen to fall off while being tabulated, the sticker could jam the tabulator 
and cause other tabulation issues. 

• If you want to write-in a candidate’s name on the ballot in the precinct, the 
election inspectors will not be able to assist you with spelling, the office, or any 
other information regarding the write-in candidate.  Please be sure to bring a note 
with you regarding the candidate’s name, office and party (if appropriate). 

 
How soon are ballots ready before an election? 
 

• State law was changed in 2018, which requires that Military and Overseas 
Ballots be mailed or e-mailed no later than 45 days prior to an election.  In 
addition, the law also says that local clerks must have ballots 45 days prior to the 
election.  Ballots should be mailed about 40 days prior to an election. 

 
How do military and overseas ballots work? 
 

• There is a newer procedure to assist those voters in the military and overseas to 
obtain their ballots.  Michigan law (which reflects federal law), requires military 
and overseas ballots to be available 45 days prior to any election.  This may not 
necessarily mean that regular absentee ballots are available.  When official 
ballots are not yet available, a ballot can be e-mailed or a copy of a ballot can be 
mailed to a voter serving in the military (anywhere – including within the US), or 
who is overseas.  The ballot must be returned to the local clerk by mail – it 
cannot be e-mailed.  On Election Day, these ballots must be duplicated by 
election inspectors in order to be tabulated. 

 
May anyone register voters?  How does that work? 
 

• As Michigan Law stands now, there are no restrictions on who provides voter 
registration forms for completion.  ID is suggested, but not required for voter 
registration.  Several groups obtain blank forms from the County Clerk’s Office or 
from City or Township Clerk’s offices.  It is recommended that completed forms 
be returned as soon as possible.  The County Clerk’s Office will distribute all 
voter registration forms received to the appropriate local clerk to be added to the 
Qualified Voter File.  Blank voter registration forms are also available online at 
www.michigan.gov/elections. 

• In 2018, State Law was changed to permit same day voter registration.  After the 
15th day before an election, voters may go to their city or township clerk to 
register to vote in person and they will be allowed to vote on Election Day.  
Registrations at other locations are permitted, but unless the voter goes to the 
clerk, they will not be allowed to vote.  Any person who registers to vote on 
Election Day will be offered to either vote using an Absentee Ballot or to go to 
their precinct to cast a ballot. 
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• City and Township Clerks are now required to be available at least 8 hours on 
the Saturday or Sunday (or a combination of both) prior to an election so that 
citizens can register to vote and/or obtain absentee ballots.   

• In elections where there is no precinct open in a jurisdiction (when a small 
number of voters are sent to another jurisdiction to vote – usually in a special 
school election), the clerk must still be present in his/her office from 7:00 a.m. – 
8:00 p.m. in order to accept voter registrations. 

 
 
Who can circulate petitions? 
 

• Any registered voter may be the circulator of any petition in the State of 
Michigan. 

 
How do you become a precinct election inspector? 
 

• Anyone who would like to be considered as an election inspector must complete 
a special application form at the city or township clerk’s office where they would 
like to work.  Any Michigan registered voter may work in any precinct in the State 
of Michigan.  Election Inspector pay varies greatly throughout the State, however 
inspectors must receive at least the official minimum wage for their service.  
Election inspector training is held at least every 2 years and is conducted by the 
County Clerk or city or township clerk in larger communities.  Inspectors must be 
paid for attending the required training. 

• New election inspectors are always needed.  Contact your city or township clerk 
for additional information regarding becoming an election inspector.  A blank 
application form is available online at www.michigan.gov/elections. 

 
How can I obtain an Absentee Ballot? 
 

• In 2018, State Law was changed to eliminate the previously required reasons to 
obtain an absentee ballot.  Now, anyone may get an absentee ballot without 
giving a reason. 

• Any voter may request to be added to a city or township clerk’s permanent 
absentee voter list.  If you appear on the AV List, you will receive an absent voter 
application form for every election.  At no time are ballots automatically mailed to 
voters.  To get on the permanent list, just provide a request to the clerk, by mail, 
e-mail, telephone or in person.  In addition, there is now a box on the Application 
to Vote that can be checked to place you on the permanent AV list from that time 
forward.  Just because you receive an AV application, you are not required to 
vote using an absentee ballot. 

• Should you receive an absentee ballot, but decide to vote in person on Election 
Day, simply take the unvoted absentee ballot to the precinct and surrender it to 
the precinct chairperson, and a precinct ballot will be issued to you. 

• All voted absentee ballots must be returned to the city or township clerk no later 
than 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.  It is important to remember that if you intend on 
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returning the ballot by mail, to do so no later than the Friday before the election, 
so the US Postal Service has an opportunity to deliver it to the clerk in time to be 
counted.  After the Friday before the election, personal delivery to the city or 
township clerk is the best assurance that your ballot will be counted. 
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