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Data Sources:
Michigan Groundwater Inventory and Mapping Project, 2005

Michigan Geographic Data Library
Kalamazoo County GIS

City of Kalamazoo
City of Portage

Jason M. Enos
February, 2012

feet

This graph demonstrates the variation in depth to water table within one monitoring well between 1982 to 2009.  The range of depth
to groundwater at a single location varies from 1 foot to 8 feet, with 4 feet being the average variation.  (Data from 22 wells
throughout the County, monitored between 2003-2011.  The data shown on the map below is from 2005.)
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Wetlands

Approximate Depth
to Water Table

Data shown here are viewable on our interactive
GIS website:
www.kalcounty.com/planning/gis.htm

Depth Requirements for Standard Building Practices

Not to scale.
Figures for typical construction.

too shallow for a subsurface
absorption field (raised mound
would be required)

MICHIGAN

Kalamazoo County

Less than 2' 0"
2' 0" to 5' 8"
5' 9" to 10' 2"
10' 2" to 20' 0"
Greater than 20'

minimum 6" dry
under footing

}
FOOTING

FOUNDATION WALL

BASEMENT FLOOR

2' 0"

5' 8"

10' 2"

20'

a sewage treatment system
permit would be denied for
new construction if depth to
water is less than 2 ft

too shallow for typical full
basement construction

Townships Cities & Villages

Data shown on map: 2005 →

The data illustrated in this map were published in
August 2005 by MSU, MDEQ and USGS as a
required product of Michigan Public Act 128 of
2003, the Groundwater Inventory and Map
Project.  The depths to groundwater shown on the
map were estimated from known surface water
features, topography, soils, geologic layers,
wetlands, well drilling and USGS well records.
Actual depth to groundwater changes with season,
land use, and climate change. Please see the
attached well record for an example of variation in
Kalamazoo County. This map is meant for
estimation only. White lines indicate gravity sewer
services.


