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8.2 Child Victimization and Abuse 
 
Child abuse refers to harm or threatened harm to a child's health or welfare that occurs through non-
accidental physical or mental injury, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, or maltreatment by a parent, 
a legal guardian, or any other person responsible for the child’s health or welfare.  Child neglect 
refers to harm or threatened harm to a child's health or welfare by a parent, legal guardian, or any 
other person responsible for the child’s health or welfare. 
 
Once a complaint of abuse or neglect has been received, CPS makes a determination whether to 
launch an investigation based on standards within the child protection law. If an investigation is 
warranted, it must begin immediately, or within 24 hours. Confirmation of abuse or neglect requires 
a preponderance of evidence, whereby the evidence for abuse or neglect is more convincing than 
the counterevidence offered. This standard is much less stringent than the evidentiary standard for 
criminal cases, which requires proof beyond a reasonable doubt. 
 
The rate of investigations per 1,000 kids for child abuse/neglect dropped from 2002 to 2004, but 
steadily rose from 2004 to 2008. The number of confirmed cases of abuse/neglect rose and fell 
yearly from 2001 to 2008.  A comparison of investigations and confirmed cases reveals that, on 
average, 24.27% of investigations resulted in confirmed cases of abuse/neglect over the past ten 
years. 
 
An important limitation associated with data on child abuse and neglect is the discretionary nature 
of reporting to protective services, which means that some potential cases are likely to go 
unreported or unrecognized.  A failure to recognize and report abuse is even more likely to happen 
for younger children, who, overall, interact less with the systems and individuals who report to CPS. 
 

 
Source: Michigan League for Human Services  
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Investigations and Confirmed Cases of Child Abuse and Neglect, Kalamazoo County 1990 – 2008 
 

Year 

Number of 
kids in 

investigated 
families 

Rate of kids 
per 1,000, in 
investigated 

families 

Number of 
confirmed 
victims of 

abuse/neglect 

Rate of 
victims of 

abuse/neglect 
per 1,000 

kids 

Percent of 
investigations 
resulting in a 

confirmed case 
of abuse/neglect 

1990 2751 50.3 618 11.3 22.46% 
1991 3074 55.8 785 14.2 25.54% 
1992 3418 61.3 913 16.4 14.23% 
1993 3212 56.9 795 14.1 24.75% 
1994 3608 63.3 771 13.5 21.37% 
1995 3362 58.6 728 12.7 21.65% 
1996 3604 62.5 689 12.1 19.12% 
1997 3251 56.2 695 12.0 21.38% 
1998 3717 64.4 747 12.9 20.10% 
1999 4879 84.8 1045 18.2 21.42% 
2000 5186 90.4 984 17.1 18.97% 
2001 5444 94.9 1109 19.3 20.37% 
2002 5481 95.2 1174 20.4 21.42% 
2003 4802 83.9 1022 17.8 21.28% 
2004 4386 76.6 1252 21.9 28.55% 
2005 4711 80.1 1179 20.1 25.03% 
2006 4813 85.4 1250 22.2 25.97% 
2007 4944 88.4 996 17.8 20.15% 
2008 5281 93.0 1024 18.0 19.39% 

Source: Michigan League for Human Services 


