
KALAMAZOO COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT 
PARK COMMISSION MEETING 

 
                                                                                          January 5, 2017 
 
Members Present:  Toni Thompson, Pat Crowley, Matt Lechel, Thomas Matteson, Marion Hill 
                                             Sandy Bliesener, Kevin Wordelman, Robert Moore, Mildred Taraszka, Ken Oscarson  
 
Members Absent:                 
 
Discover Kalamazoo Liaison:   Greg Ayers - Absent 
 
Staff Present:                David Rachowicz    Lisa Conley   
 
Citizens:                             Ken Oscarson 
                                           

1. Call to Order – The meeting was held at the Kalamazoo County Expo Center and was called to order at 3:10 p.m.  
        by Chairperson, Thomas Matteson. 
 
2. Roll Call – Roll was taken and a quorum was established.   Motion:  Bliesener moved to excuse member not 

present.  Seconded by Hill.    Motion carried by voice vote. 
 

2017 Park Commission Election of Officers- Discussion ensued.   Motion:  Hill made a motion to re-elect the current 
Officers for 2017.  Seconded by: Bliesener.  Motion carried by voice vote.    

• Thomas Matteson, Chairperson 
• Robert Moore, Vice Chairperson 
• Matthew Lechel, Secretary 

 
3. Approval of Minutes – December 1, 2016 Meeting – Members reviewed the minutes. Motion:  Thompson 

moved to approve the minutes as submitted.   Seconded by Bliesener.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 

4. Citizen’s Time – None 
 

5. Communications – Rachowicz shared information from KATS Moves regarding a public meeting to be held on 
February 7th to explore pedestrian, greenway and transit facilities throughout the greater Kalamazoo Metro 
region.   Rachowicz also shared a copy of a letter that was sent to the owners of the cottage at Prairie View 
Country Park concerning keys to entrance gate of Prairie View Park.  

  
Wordelman entered meeting at 3:15 
 

6. Old Business   
          

a. Markin House Update- Rachowicz reported that the Garden Council has yet to accept the terms of the 
contract that was presented to them in November.   The Garden Council will hold a members meeting on 
January 10, 2017 to discuss the contract and will report their decision to Rachowicz after the meeting. 

 
7. New Business 

 
a. Park Activity Report – Members reviewed the report.    

 
b. Park Foundation Update-Toni Thompson- Thompson reported that the Foundation will hold their annual 

meeting on Thursday, January 19, 2017 and will elect officers for 2017.   Also reported that the Foundation 
has a new Board member, Jillian Nolten. 



 
c. Kalamazoo County Fair Update- No report / No December meeting. 

 
d.  2017 Park Special Event Requests- Members reviewed the events included in their meeting packet. 

Discussion ensued.  Motion: Moore moved to approve the events as submitted.  Seconded by Bliesener. 
Motion carried by voice vote.  Approved events: 

 

• Cracked Plastic Disc Golf                              Cold Brook Park        February 11-12, 2017 
• Seahorse Triathlon                                        Cold Brook Park        May 28, 2017 
• K’Aces Disc Golf Ladies Tournament         Cold Brook Park        July 15, 2017 
• Pro Am Doubles League Tournament        Cold Brook Park       July 29, 2017 
• Prab Company Picnic                                     Cold Brook Park       August 11-13, 2017 
• K’Aces Disc Golf League Finals      Cold Brook Park       September 30, 2017 
• Humane Society Dog Park                            Prairie View Park     May 6, 2017 
• Girls Best Friend Triathlon                            Prairie View Park     August 12, 2017 
• LAX in the Zoo                                                 River Oaks Park        July 22-23, 2017 
• Let Me Run 5K                                                 River Oaks Park        May 19, 2017 
• Walk to End Homelessness                          KRV Trail                     March 25, 2017 
• Michigan Nature Association 5K                 KRV Trail                     April 22, 2017 
• Borgess Marathon                                          KRV Trail                     May 7, 2017 

 

 
e. 2016 Trust & Agency Account Reconciliation- Members reviewed the report included in their meeting 

packet.   Motion:  Hill moved to approve the report as submitted.  Seconded by Moore.  Motion carried by 
voice vote.  
 

f.  2017 County Park Capital Projects-Members reviewed and discussed list included in their meeting packet. 
 
 

8. Director’s Report  

a. 2016-2017 Budget Reports - Members reviewed & discussed the reports.    

b. December Update –     Rachowicz reported a great opening day for 2017 camping and shelter reservations. 

9. Sales Report - Members received a handout.  

10. Members Time-      None 

11. Adjournment- The meeting was adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 

  

 

  
 

 


