
KALAMAZOO COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT 
PARK COMMISSION MEETING 

 
                                                                                          March 7, 2019 
 
Members Present:  Toni Thompson, Thomas Matteson, Matt Lechel, Robert Moore, Marion Hill 
                                             Larry Stehouwer, Sandy Bliesener, Roger Tuinier 
 
Members Absent:            Pat Crowley   Mildred Taraszka 
 
Discover Kalamazoo Liaison:   Greg Ayers - Absent 
 
Staff Present:                David Rachowicz   Lisa Conley    
 
Citizens:                              None 
                                           

1. Call to Order – The meeting was held at Prairie View County Park and was called to order at 3:05 p.m.  
        by Chairperson, Thomas Matteson.   
 
2. Roll Call – Roll was taken and a quorum was established. Motion:  Moore made a motion to approve members 

not present.  Seconded by Thompson.  Motion carried by voice vote.   
 

3. Approval of Minutes – February 7, 2019 Meeting – Members reviewed the minutes.   Motion: Bliesener moved 
to approve the minutes as submitted. Seconded by Stehouwer.  Motion carried by voice vote. 

 
4. Citizen’s Time –    None 

 
5. Communications –  None 

 
6. Old Business  

 
a. KRV Trail Update-Information Only- Rachowicz informed members that a public meeting was held on 

March 6th regarding the KRV Trail extension on Battle Creek Street.   Engineered plans for the 35th Street to 
Galesburg Augusta High School have been submitted to MDOT for grade inspection. Construction on this 
segment is scheduled to begin in August 2019. 
 

Hill entered the meeting @ 3:10 p.m. 
 

7. New Business 
 
a. Park Activity Report – Members reviewed the report.    

 
Lechel entered the meeting @ 3:15 p.m. 
 

b. Park Foundation Update-Toni Thompson- Thompson informed members that Chris Lampen Crowell of 
Gazelle Sports has accepted the role of Chairperson for the Capital Campaign and the Foundation is in the 
process of recruiting additional cabinet members. 

 
c. Kalamazoo County Fair Update- Marion Hill- Hill reported that preparation is well underway and making 

great progress.  Staff is currently working on the final details of a Grand Stand event.   The Fair Council is 
working on revising the Biosecurity plan.   In addition, staff is securing sponsors and having some good 
response.   

 



 
d. 2019 Park Special Event Requests:  Members reviewed the special event requests received in their meeting 

packet.    Motion: Moore moved to approve all the requests as submitted. Seconded by Bliesener.   Motion 
carried by voice vote.   Approved events: 
 

     Bike Tour Vacations                   KRV Trail       June 1-2, 2019 
                             Kalamazoo Youth Frisbee               River Oaks County Parks  June 8, 2019 
                             Pedal Certification Training   Maple Hill Trail                 June 17-20, 2019 
    

e. 2019 Power Club Agreement- Scotts Mill -Members reviewed contact included in their meeting packet.      
Motion: Moore moved to accept the contract as submitted. Seconded by Thompson.   Motion carried by 
voice vote. 

 
f.  River Oaks Thunderbird R/C Club 2019 Contract- Recommendation to BOC- Members reviewed the 

contract included in their meeting packet.   Motion:  Moore moved to recommend the contract to the BOC 
for approval.   Seconded by Stehouwer.  Motion carried by voice vote. 

 
g. Expo Center Capital Projects – Information Only-Rachowicz shared with members a map of the proposed 

capital projects planned for the Expo Center. Projects include new sidewalk along Lake Street, repaving all 
parking lots, additional parking lot in south lawn area and new fencing on property. 

 
h. KRV Trail Special Event Fees-Information Only- Agenda item moved to the April meeting. 

 
8. Director’s Report  

a. Budget Report – Members reviewed the report included in their meeting packet. The report included the 
final numbers for 2018.       

b. February Update – Rachowicz reported that at the last BOC meeting Commissioner Hall discussed the 
possibility of a future resolution to prohibit exploration of resources at Kalamazoo County Parks.  It was 
decided that a committee will be formed to discuss the topic further before any additional action is taken.  
Also reported that Corporate Council has reviewed the CBD laws and recommends that we wait for final 
determination of the law from the State of Michigan.   Rachowicz informed members that summer 
employment hiring is underway and encouraged members to pass along the information to all that may be 
interested in a great summer job. 

9. Sales Report - Members reviewed the report received in their meeting packet.  

10. Members’ Time –Tuinier inquired what the history is for exploration of resources in the County Parks.   

11. Adjournment- The meeting was adjourned at 4:20 p.m.   

  

 
 
Minutes approved by Park Commission @ April 11th meeting. 


