
KALAMAZOO COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT 
PARK COMMISSION MEETING 

 
                                                                                          May 2, 2019 
 
Members Present:  Toni Thompson, Robert Moore, Marion Hill, Larry Stehouwer 
                                             Sandy Bliesener, Roger Tuinier, Pat Crowley 
 
Members Absent:            Thomas Matteson, Matt Lechel, Mildred Taraszka  
 
Discover Kalamazoo Liaison:   Greg Ayers   
 
Staff Present:                David Rachowicz, Lisa Conley, Lisa Henthorn 
 
Citizens:                              Thom Brennan (Road Commission alternate) 
                                           

1. Call to Order – The meeting was held at the Kalamazoo County Expo Center and was called to order at 3:00 p.m.  
        by Vice Chairperson, Robert Moore.   
 
2. Roll Call – Roll was taken and a quorum was established.  Motion: Thompson made a motion to approve 

members not present.  Seconded by Hill.  Motion carried by voice vote.   
 

3. Approval of Minutes – April 11, 2019 Meeting – Members reviewed the minutes.   Motion:  Bliesener moved to 
approve the minutes as submitted. Seconded by Stehouwer.  Motion carried by voice vote. 

 
4. Citizen’s Time –     None 

 
5. Communications – None 

 
6. Old Business - None 

 
7. New Business  

           
a. Park Activity Report – Members reviewed the report.    

 
Henthorn, Tuinier entered the meeting @ 3:10 p.m. 
 

b. Park Foundation Update-Toni Thompson- Thompson reported that the Foundation held their 1st Campaign 
Cabinet meeting last week and the next one will be held on May 13th. 

 
c. Kalamazoo County Fair Update- Marion Hill- Hill reported that planning is coming along with sponsorships.  

Also reported that two sponsors have been secured for the Saturday night Rodeo Show in the Grandstand. 
 

d. Kalamazoo County Youth Fair Rodeo Contract-Motion to Recommend to County Board.  Members 
reviewed the contract received in their meeting packet.  Motion:  Hill moved to recommend the contract to 
the BOC for approval as submitted.   Seconded by Crowley.      Motion carried by voice vote. 

 
e. 2019 Park Special Event Requests:  Members reviewed the special event request received in their meeting 

packet.    Motion: Crowley moved to approve the request as submitted.  Seconded by Hill   .   Motion carried 
by voice vote.   Approved event: 

 
     Galesburg Walk to School Day            River Oaks County Park/KRVT            May 31, 2019 
                               



                              
                                                                                                                   

f.  Kalamazoo County Parks Endowment Funds Quarterly Report- Motion to approve.  Members reviewed the 
report included in their meeting packet.  Discussion ensued.  Motion:   Stehouwer moved to approve the 
report as submitted.  Seconded by Thompson.  Motion carried by voice vote. 

 
g.  River Oaks County Park AYSO Soccer Contract-Motion to Recommend to County Board- Members 

reviewed the contract received in their meeting packet. The proposed contract is a renewal of an existing 
agreement.  The contract will be effective July 1, 2019 –June 30, 2024.   Motion:  Bliesener   moved to 
recommend the contact to the BOC as submitted for approval.  Seconded by Stehouwer.  Motion carried by 
voice vote. 

 
8. Director’s Report  

a. Budget Report – Members reviewed the report included in their meeting packet.  

b. April Update – Rachowicz reported that HVAC work at Markin Glen House renovation is underway. This is 
the final phase of the renovation.  Also reported that staff is finalizing the final details for construction to 
begin in July/August 2019 on the KRV Trail expansion segment 35th Street to Galesburg Augusta High School.   

9. Sales Report - Members reviewed the report received in their meeting packet.  

10. Members’ Time – Stehouwer reminded members of the Trail Blazer Bike Ride coming up on May 11th.  Proceeds 
from the Trail Blazer are used to support programs and extend the Trail system.   Thompson reported that she 
attended the Lake to Lake – Summit 5 in South Haven, Michigan today and registration for the September bike 
ride is now open. 

11. Adjournment- The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 p.m.   

  

        Minutes approved at the June 6th meeting. 


