


NOTICE AND AGENDA
FOR
KALAMAZOO COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
MAY 16, 2017

PLEASE BE ADVISED that the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners has scheduled a
Committee of the Whole meeting on Tuesday, May 16, 2017, at 3:00 p.m. for the purpose of:

Projected Time for Presentation & Discussion

1.  Introduction of Deputy County Administrators — Ms. Tracie Moored 3:00 - 3:05p.m.
2. Review of Transfers and Disbursements (item O.) — Ms. Amanda Morse 3.05-3:10 p.m.
3. Farmland Preservation Presentation — Ms. Pat Crowley 3:10 - 3:20 p.m.
4.  Vicksburg Miil (Item Q.) - 3:20 —~3:30 p.m.
5. Welcoming Michigan Presentation — Commissioner Wordelman 3:30 - 3:40 p.m.
6. Enbridge Corporation Presentation — Commissioner Gisler 3:40 - 4.00 p.m.
7.  Enbridge Pipeline 5 Resolution (item S.) — Commissioner Quinn 4:00 - 4:15 p.m.
8. Kalamazoo County Pride Month Resolution ~ Commissioner Hall 4:15-4:20 p.m.
9.  Any other items 4:20-5:00 p.m.
a. Resolutions
10. Executive Session Adjournment — no later than 6 p.m. 5.:00 - 5:15 p.m.

The meeting will be held in the County Administration Building, 201 West Kalamazoo Avenue,
Kalamazoo, Michigan, in Room 207A. Questions regarding the meeting may be addressed to the
Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners, 201 West Kalamazoo Avenue, Kalamazoo, Ml 49007,
or by telephoning (269) 384-8111.

Dina Sutton

Dina Sutton
Administrator's Executive Coordinator

MAY 10, 2017
MEETINGS OF THE KALAMAZOQO COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ARE OPEN TO ALL
WITHOUT REGARD TO RACE, SEX, COLOR, AGE, NATIONAL ORIGIN, RELIGION, HEIGHT, WEIGHT,
MARITAL STATUS, POLITICAL AFFILIATION, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY OR
DISABILITY. KALAMAZOO COUNTY WILL PROVIDE NECESSARY REASONABLE AUXILIARY AIDS AND
SERVICES, SUCH AS SIGNERS FOR THE HEARING IMPAIRED AND AUDIO TAPES OF PRINTED
MATERIALS BEING CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING/HEARING, TO INDIVIDUALS WiTH DISABILITIES
AT THE MEETING/HEARING UPON FOUR (4) BUSINESS DAYS NOTICE TO THE COUNTY.
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES REQUIRING AUXILIARY AIDS OR SERVICES SHOULD CONTACT
THE COUNTY BY WRITING OR CALLING:

Dina Sutton

Administrator's Executive Coordinator

KALAMAZOO COUNTY GOVERNMENT

201 West Kalamazoo Avenue

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007

TELEPHONE: (269)384-8111



2./0.

COUNTY OF KALAMAZOO
RECOMMENDED TRANSFERS AND DISBURSEMENTS
MAY 16, 2017

CLAIMS

Claims 51,558,146.44
Claims Requiring Disclosure: $0.00
Total Current Claims: $1,558,146.44

RELEASE OF FUNDS

Southwest Michigan Behavioral Health $152,659.00
1st Quarter 2017 Alcohol Tax Collection

Total Release of Funds: $152,659.00

DEPARTMENT/ACCOUNT DECREASE INCREASE
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ITEM 3.
BOARD AGENDA REQUEST FORM
PROPOSED FOR BOARD MEETING OF: May 16, 2017

DEPARTMENT(S}: Office of the Drain Commissioner, the County Planning Department and
Michigan State University Extension.

PREPARED BY: Pat Crowley, Lotta Jarnefelt, and Julie Pioch
SUBJECT: Kalamazoo County Farmland Preservation Ordinance (FPQO)

SPECIFIC ACTION REQUESTED:
Presentation of proposal to adopt Farmland Preservation Ordinance in Kalamazoo County.

DESCRIPTION OF ACTION (dollar amount, burpose}:
Initial presentation to present proposal, seek input, and answer questions.

TIME FRAME OF ACTION:
Adoption contingent on BOC support.

FUNDING SOURCE IF REQUIRED (Federal, State, or Local}:
None initially. If ordinance is passed, a FPO Board will be formed. it will be the responsibility
of the FPO Board to determine funding sources.

PERSONNEL IF REQUIRED:
Planning Department Director will be staff for the FPO Board

NEW OR RENEWAL OR AMENDMENT:
New proposal.

ANY OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:

This planning tool is widely accepted throughout the State and enjoys general community
support. It is a voluntary program and adoption would help in securing grant funding for
conservation efforts. An FPO will also make it possible to create a mechanism for the
Purchase of Development Rights in order to preserve farmiand in the County. Enclosed
documents: 1) The need for a FPO in the County 2) Frequently Asked Questions 3) Draft of
proposed Farmland Preservation Ordinance (availabie electronically) and 4) Letters of support
(available electronically).

PROCUREMENT INFORMATION:
N/A

CONTACT PERSON WITH PHONE NUMBER:
Please call Pat Crowley 384-8116; Lotta Jarnefelt 384-8115; or Julie Pioch 370-7878




Excluding Kalamazoo County from Soil and Water Conservation Program Highlights

Need for Farmland Preservation Ordinance (FPO} in Kalamazoo County.

in 2015, Kalamazoo County was specificaliy excluded from a new state soil and water conservation program
promoted by Governor Snyder and became ineligible for some sutside grants because it did not have a FPO.
All our neighboring counties have adopted this ordinance. In the summer of 2015, a smail ad hoc working group
was started to study what it would take to pass a FPO in Kalamazoo County. In October 2015, the Farm Bureau
of Kalamazoo County passed a resolution to assemble a workgroup to request that the Kalamazoo Board of
Commissioners pass a Farmland Preservation Ordinance. A representative from the Farm Bureau then joined the

ad hoc group which has met monthly since then.

A FPO supports agriculture and farmers.

A Farmland Preservation Ordinance {FPG) makes it possible for land to remain in agriculture as its market
value for development increases. A FPO Board is charged with identifying funds to pay eligible owners of
productive agricuitural land the difference between the agricuitural and development values of the land. The
land then is entered into a contract whereby the land is preserved for farming. Originally the State of Michigan
provided some funding to pay the owners for the deveiopment rights, and there are stilt are some limited
federal funds granted for this purpose.

At this point, we would like to propose that the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners simply adopt the
ordinance and allow for a board to be formed that can choose to seek funding for the program. As state
funding of the program was discontinued, and federal funding diminished, most local county FPO Boards
became inactive. There are exceptions. A few counties have been successful in securing private and foundation

support to carry on their programs. That would be our intent.

Agriculture is a dependable mainstay of our county economy, especially during recession and it is worth
supporting. In 2012, our county ranked in the top eight counties in Michigan for: value of crops, including
nursery, greenhouse, floriculture and sod (2), rabbits (1), hogs and pigs (8}, sheep and lambs (3}, colonies of bees
(4}, sheep and goat wool, mohair and milk (3).

A FPO also heips to recruit the next farming generation, maintain a diverse economy and keep agricuftural
service businesses in the area. Kalamazoo County has excellent natural resources for farming. 1n 1979, 50% of
all Kalamazoo County soils were classified as prime farmland. By 2013, 10% of those prime farmlands had been
lost to urbanization. Kalamazoo County also has plentiful water available to supplement crop needs during the
frequent drought periods which severely limit yields in other regions. In 2015, 37% of Kalamazoo County’s
assessed acres were classified agricultural, but between 2007 and 2012, we lost 124 farms. ‘

Concentrating development and redevelopment in urban areas reduces the high economic and environmental
costs of extending water, sewer, and roads into rural areas. Having a FPO available would provide a tool to
support this goat. Even if the FPO board chooses a less active fundraising role, having an established FPO would
ailow our participation in soil and water conservation programs which could benefit the general pubiic by
reducing the costs associated with cleaning up surface waters that do not meet the phosphorus, e.coli, and
other health based and environmental standards.



To date, supporting letters of this pro-agricultural measure have been received from the Farm Bureau of
Kalamazoo County, the Kalamazoo Conservation District, Kalamazoo River Watershed Council, the Kalamazoo
River Cleanup Coalition, Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy, Charter Township of Kalamazoo and
Southcentral Michigan Planning Council.

This memo has been prepared by the ad hoc working group that consists of members from the Office of the
Kalamazoo County Drain Commission.er, the Kalamazoo Conservation District, the Kalamazoo River Cleanup
Coalition, MSU Extension, the Potawatomi Resource Conservation & Development Council, the Kalamazoo
County Planning Department, the Kalamazoo County Farm Bureau and a municipal water consultant.
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For questions, please contact:

Pat Crowley, Drain Commissioner 384-8116

Lotta Jarnefelt, County Pianning Department 384-8115

Julie Pioch, MSU Extension 370-7878



Frequently Asked Questions
Regarding proposal for Farmland Preservation Ordinance for Kalamazoo County
Q: What grant opportunities or programs would be available if a FPO was adopted?

Specific revenue opportunities that are associated with FPO: Healthy Waters, Working Farms {part of
the Governor's Water Strategy); the State of Michigan’s Farmliand and Open Space Preservation
Program; in other counties, private foundations such as the Wege and Frye Foundation, have placed
millions in the purchase of development rights in Kent County. Ottawa County has received donations
from the agricultural services industries in that area to pay for development rights. The Natural
Resource Conservation Service’s Agricultural Land Easement program offers up to 50% of the purchase
of development rights.

Q: Is the County actually experiencing a loss of valuable farmland? Who conducted the study? Who
paid for the Study?

From 2007 to 2012, Kalamazoo County lost 124 farms, totaling 1,333 acres. Over that same period, the
average size of a farm increased from 170 to 196 which indicates that small farms were the ones to have
been lost. This information was conducted by the United States Department of Agriculture's National
Agricultural Statistics Service in 2012. Taxpayers paid for the study.

(: Is this an undue governmental influence on the private sector development industry? ‘Wiil the
County be seen as anti-development?

Farmland preservation (and its ordinances) recognize the important role that agricuiture plays in our
current and future economic diversity. Farmland Preservation Ordinances (FPOs} offer a mechanism for
counties and townships to encourage recruitment of the next farming generation, maintain a diverse
economic environment, keep agricuitural service business' in the area, and prevent productive soils
from being paved over. Rather than being seen as "anti-development” the county will be seen as being
"pro-agriculture.”

Q: What would a Countywide Farmland Preservation Board do?

The Board would work with County staff to create bylaws, seek funding sources, and if successful -
oversee the purchase of Farmland development rights by evaluating and accepting requests. Should the
FPO Board choose an inactive fund raising role, it wouid stili allow County departments to participate in
conservation programs and other grant opportunities.

: What other SW Michigan counties have adopted a Farmiand Preservation Ordinance?

Many of Kalamazoo County’s neighboring counties, have adopted a FPO tailored to their long-term
agricultural and economic plans: Allegan, Barry, Eaton, Calhoun, St. Joseph, Van Buren and Berrien.

Q: Where will the money come to pay for development rights?

Money to pay for development rights can come from many sources. Kalamazoo County would likely
combine private individual and corporate donations with foundation support. Our committee would like
to see requests made to the large agricultural companies, like seed and implement companies, but the
Farmland Preservation Board would be the body that would determine what funding sources to pursue.



Q: Doesn't PA116 provide the same protection?

PA116 does not provide the same protections as a farmland preservation ordinance. PA116 is a state-
sponsored program intended to provide short-term reiief from certain kinds of taxes and special
assessments (sanitary sewer, water, lights and non-farm drainage) in exchange for the landowner
promising to keep that fand in agriculture. Farmland preservation ordinances are planning and zoning
tools that allow townships and counties to plan for, promote and increase the economic impact of
agricultural activities. '

Q: If we are ineligible because of the lack of a FPO why not change the requirement to PA 1167

This action would require legislative action to change Public Act 116. Counties and Townships without
Farmiand Preservation Ordinances are aiready eligible for PA 116.

Q: Could changes to the PA 116 program have an impact on the Michigan Agricultural Preservation
Fund grants to local farmland Purchase of Development Rights Programs?

The Michigan Agricultural Preservation Fund is authorized under a different statute than the PA 116
Program. Any changes in the PA 116 statute would not directly affect the Agricultural Preservation
Fund. However, dollars for making grants to local communities comes from repayments of landowners
coming out of PA116. Funds from repayments have been limited in recent years and any future
changes to the PA 116 program may further reduce these payments.

Q: Is this a version of “corporate welfare” to pay a property owner to keep farming land he/she may
really have no intention of selling?

No. The purchase of development rights (PDR} is a one-time selling of the development rights for a
property. Itis a transaction for part of the value of a property. There is no annual pay-out to keep a
farm in operation. In fact, there is no guarantee that the farm will stili be in operation in any given year,
only that the land will still be available for agricultural purposes.

Q: Does county adoption of a FPO decrease the authority of a township?

No. The application process for PDR includes township approval.

Q: Can the purchase of the development rights be reversed?

Yes, but not easily. Development rights acquired pursuant to this Ordinance shalf be held by the County
in perpetuity and the development rights may be repurchased by the landowner only when a court of

competent jurisdiction has determined through eminent domain that the use of those development
rights is necessary for a specific public interest, need or purpose.

May 3, 2017



DRAFT May 3, 2017 by FPO working group

Kalamazoo County Farmland Development Rights Ordinance

AN ORDINANCE creating the Kalamazoo County Farmiand Preservation Program
which protects farmland by acquiring development rights voluntarily offered by
landowners, authorizes the cash purchase and/or installment purchases of such
development rights, places an agricultural conservation easement on the property which
restricts future development, and provides the standards and procedures for the
purchase of development rights and the placement of an agricuitural conservation
easement.

THE PEOPLE OF THE COUNTY OF KALAMAZCO, MICHIGAN, DO ORDAIN:
Section 1: Deciaration of Purpose “
A. Economic importance of farmfand and agriculfu

agricultural land is a unique and economica rfant resource. These lands
support a locally important and globally unigue agricu __raI industry that inciudes;
dairy, livestock, food from grains, vegetables, fruit, and pursery and greenhouse
crops. Kalamazoo County’s climate, topography, and ac ibility make it
uniguely suited to the production, processing, and distributi i
products on a regional, national, and international level.

Kalamazoo County’s

ase is also supported by a Variefy of
ding; farm equipment, fuel, veterinarians,
""" fessional services.

Kalamazoo County’s eco
agriculturally related busine:
grain dealers, packaging pl

farmiand. In addition to its
ites S|gnif|cantly to the open

resources, productive farmiand and rural character, it has become a desirable
place to live an The population growth in Kalamazoo County has
continued to incre ramatically. As the population increases and people move
out into the countryside, agricultural land is converted to residential and other
developed uses. There has also been a corresponding increase In residential
parcels and loss of farmiand.

D. The Impact of farmiand loss. Land suitable for farming is an irreplaceable natural
resource with soif and topographic characteristics that have been enhanced by
generations of agricultural use. When such land is converted to residential or
other more developed uses that do not require those special characteristics, a
criticai community resource is permanently lost to the citizens of the county.
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Residential development in agricultural areas also makes farming more difficult
by increasing conflict over farming practices and increased trespass, liability
exposure and property damage. Because agricultural fand is an invaluable
economic, natural and aesthetic resource, the county should make an effort to
maintain agricultural land in a substantially undeveloped state to ensure the long-
term viability of agriculture and to create a long-term business environment for
agriculture in the county.

E. Siafe and local policies. it is the policy of the State of Michigan and Kalamazoo
County to protect, preserve and enhance farmiand as evidenced by Township
Master Plans, the Farmland and Open Space Preservation Act, the State
Agricultural Preservation Fund, the Conservation and Historic Preservation
Easement Act, portions of the County Zoning Act, and other state and local
statutes and policies. These measures by themselves, however, have not
effectively provided sufficient long-term protection of farmiand in Kalamazoo
County from the pressure of increas sidential and commercial development.

F. Value of development rights. Generall

farmlan has a greater market value for
future residential development than the - '

current zoning of
potential and
agricultural i
agricuttural use

G. Purpose of the p
Preservation Program
in order to maintain a long:
county, to preserve the rural: haracter and scenic attributes of the county, to
enhance important environmental benefits and to maintain the quality of life of
county residents. '

H. Mechanism to achieve purpose. The purchase of development rights and the
placement of an agricultural conservation easement on farmland through the
Kalamazoo County Farmland Preservation Program as provided for in this
Ordinance is a public purpose of Kalamazoo County. Acguisition of development
rights requires that the County enter into agreements with property owners to
obtain such development rights. Properties en which the County has purchased
development rights and entered into an agricultural conservation easement
should remain substantially undeveloped in order to remain viable for agricultural
use.

I. Infent of Ordinance. The intent of this ordinance is to provide a mechanism for
- Farmland preservation. It is not the intent of this ordinance to make a statement
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regarding the funding principles of this or any future County Board of
Commissioners. The funding of activities under this ordinance will remain the
prerogative of future County Boards of Commissioners. Further, while the intent
of this ordinance is to provide a framework to seek Development rights for
Farmiand, the actual number of acres for which Bevelopment rights will be
purchased will also remain the prerogative of future County Boards of
Commissioners.

Section 2: Definitions
A. “Agricultural conservation easement” means a conveyance by a written
instrument, in which, subject to permitted uses, the owner relinquishes to the
public in perpetuity his or her development rights and makes a covenant running
with the land not to undertake development.

“Agricultural use” means substanﬂ {ly undeveloped land devoted to the

captive cervidae, and similar animals; berries;
nursery stock; fruits; vegetables; Christmas tree
activities. Agricultural use includes use in a feder
federal conservati

tivity that materially alters or affects the existing
in a manner that is inconsistent with an agricultural

stiin land that includes the right to construct
e land for development, to divide a parcel for

(i) '
area devoted to an agricultural use.

(i) A farm of 5 dcres or more in 1 ownership, but less than 40 acres, with
51% of more of the land area devoted to an agricultural use, that has
produced a gross annual income from agricuiture of $200.00 per year or
more per acre of cleared and tillable land. A farm described in this
subparagraph enrolled in a federal acreage set-aside program or a federal
conservation reserve program is considered to have produced a gross
annual income from agriculture of $200.00 per year or more per acre of
cleared and tillable land.
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F.

(i) A farm designated by the department of agriculture as a specialty farm in
1 ownership that has produced a gross annual income of $2,000.00 or
more from an agricultural use. Specialty farms include, but are not limited
to, greenhouses; equine breeding and grazing; the breeding and grazing
of cervidae, pheasants, and other game animals; bees and bee products;
mushrooms; aquaculture; and other similar uses and activities.

{iv)  Parcels of land in Township, described above do not have to be
contiguous but must constitute an integral part of a farming operation
being conducted on land otherwise qualifying as farmland.

“‘Intensity of development” means the height, bulk, 2 ea, density, setback, use,

and other similar characteristics of development.

wholesale marketing, or processing of agricultural products isa
a farming operation if more than 50% of the stored, processed,

preceding 5 years. Permitted
but does not inciude other mi
agricultural use.

“Property owner” means the party
simple interest in fand.

e development rights of farmland throughout the
may be by purchase, gift, grant, bequest, devise,
County shall only purchase development rights on
tarily offered for sale by a property owner.

farmland that ar

The County is au zed to enter into instaliment purchase contracts, options,
and agreements or take receipt of tax-deductible donations of easements,
consistent with applicable law. The County is authorized to pay interest on the
declining unpaid principal balance at a iegal rate of interest consistent with

prevailing market conditions at the time of execution of the installment purchase
contract.

The County may contract with recognized and legally established nonprofit land
trusts or other experienced and qualified individuals, parties or entities that would
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assist the County in the process of negotiating easements and purchase
contracts, establishing baseline studies and procedures for monitoring, and
actual monitoring of any agricultural conservation easements acquired under this
Ordinance.

3. The County is authorized to seek grants from federal and State government and
private foundations, organizations and individuals for funding for expenditures
incurred in carrying out this ordinance.

Section 4: County Agricuitural Preservation Board

A. The County Board of Commissioners shali create a seven member body under
this Ordinance to be named the County Agricultural Preservation Board. The
seven voting members shall be residents of the county and wiil be appointed by
the County Board of Commissioners and.will include: (a) one County
Commissioner, {b) three individuals with agricultural interests, (c) one
representative from township gov nt, (d) one individual with real estate or
development interests, and (e) one'individual representing focal conservation
interests.

B. Members of the County Agricultural Preserv
terms, with the exception that the County Comn
designated on an annual basis. The initial term shall be staggered so that one of
the agricultural sentatives and the real estate esentative serve an initial
one-year term agricultural representative and-the local township

itial two-year term and the third agricultural

cal conservation representative serve an initial three-

“be re-appointed to successive three-year terms by the

.. The County Board of Commissioners shali

ove - menmibers for inefficiency, neglect of duty or

N Board shall serve three-year
ssioner representative shall be

year term. Memb
County Board of Cc
have the discretion to
malfeasance in office

Vacancies due to removal orresignation shall be filled for the remainder of a
term by appointment by the County Board of Commissioners. Members shali not
be compensated for their services although reimbursement for attending
meetings, for mileage and for other approved expenses shall be provided in
accordance with the Standing Rules of the County Board of Commissioners as
they pertain to County boards and committees.

C. The County Agricultural Preservation Board shall oversee the county’s farmiand
preservation program and shall be responsible for:

I Establishing selection criteria for the ranking and prioritization of
applications to the program. The selection criteria must be approved by
the County Board of Commissioners prior to each application cycle.

ii. Establishing a points-based appraisal formula for determining the value of
the agricultural conservation easements, which shall be subject to the
approval of the County Board of Commissioners.
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iif. Reviewing and providing oversight in scoring all applications according to
the adopted selection criteria.

V. Ranking and prioritizing the top scoring applications for acquisition and
making recommendations to the County Board of Commissioners for the
purchase of development rights.

V. Approving the restrictions and permitted uses under the agricultural
conservation easement.
vi. Establishing the price to be offered to the property owner and authorize

negotiations for the purchase of development rights and agricuiturali
conservation easement. All purchases of development rights and
agricultural conservation easements must be approved by the County
Board of Commissioners.

vil. Establishing monitoring procedures and overseeing subsequent
monitoring to insure compliance with the agricultural conservation
easement. Enforcement of the dgricultural conservation easement in the
case of non-compliance shal e responsibility of the County Board of
Commissioners.

embers may not sell
ance during their term of office.
rd. members shall disclose any

D. Individual County Agricultural Preservat
development rights to farmland under this o
Individual County Agricultural Preservation B
potential conflict of interest and may not vote when a conflict exists. Conflicts of
interest include, but are not confined to, situations where (1) the member is a
close relative of the applicant; (2) the board member has a close business
association or ties with the applicant; (3) the board member, a relative, or a
business associate could receive financial gain or benefit from the acceptance of
the application.

reservation Board shall provide the County Board of
| report outlining the administration of the program,

d cutcomes of the program for the proceeding year,
including the selection criteria, number of applications, number of eligible
properties, agricultural value, Development rights purchased, and other
information regarding the status and activities undertaken with respect to this
ordinance.

issues address

Section 5: Eligibility for Application
Any property owner may submit an application to the county farmiand preservation
program provided the application meets the following guideiines:
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A. The property owner has signed the application, indicating interest in voluntarily
selling the development rights to the parcel.

B. At least 51% of the parcel’s area is devoted to an active agricultural use and no
more than 49% of the parce! may be devoted to non-agricultural open space
consisting of wetlands, woodlands, or otherwise unusable land.

C. The County shall not purchase development rights under a development rights
ordinance from land subject to a city, viliage, or township zoning ordinance
unless ali of the following requirements are met. .
I. The development rights ordinance provisi

consistent with the plan upon which th
are based.
i The legislative body of the city, village; or to ship adopts a resolution
authorizing the PDR program to apply in the city, village, or township.
il The city, village or township provides the county w -wntten approval of
the purchase.

s for the PDR program are
'ViIEage, or township zoning

Township, City or Village
planning document.

E. Agricultural activities are a pem
zoning ordinances.
Section 6: Criteria for Reviewing and ng Applications
The County Agricultural Preservation Board:shall establish selection criteria for ranking
and prioritizing:all ellglble parcels submitted 1e County Farmland Preservation
ShaII be Subject to the approval of the County Board of

n procedure for the specific proposed purchase of
city, village, or township provides the county with written

__ ity suited for the production of feed, food and fiber and
has a greater p al for long-term agricultural production. Specific selection
criteria may be b on soil classifications, parcel size, agricultural income,
enroliment in the Farmiand and Open Space Preservation Act, or the
implementation of a soil conservation plan.

B. Has a producti

C. Is under the threat of development. Specific selection criteria may be based on
proximity to public sanitary sewer or water, the extent of development activity in
the township or the amount of road frontage.
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D. Complements other farmland protection efforts in the County. Specific selection

criteria may include proximity to other permanently protected farmiand, proximity
to other protected lands or surrounding land enrolled in the State Farmland and
Open Space Preservation Act, or inclusion in an agricuitural zoning district.

Has additional matching funds provided by a local unit of government, landowner
or private sources.

Other factors considered important by the County Agricultural Preservation Board
such as unigue physical, historical or environmental characteristics.

Section 7: Application and Selection Process

A

The County shall on an annual basis, at the discretion of the County Agricultural
Preservation Board, conduct a voluntary.application and selection process for

property owners who wish to sell devei ent rights under the County farmland
preservation program.

The County Agricultural Preservation Board shall
giving notice at least 90 days in advance:gf:

County is accepting applications to the Count
Notification shall be given in newspapers of g
through the County Farm Bureau, County Cons
Extension Servi

egin each application cycle by
pplication deadline that the
rmland preservation program.

[ circulation within the County,
atson Dlstrlct County MSU-

The applicat
county Consel

All applications rej

will remain active per apj
subsequent modlflcatsons’[ e scoring criteria or application that requires
additional information. Local cities, villages, and townships wili be asked to sign a
letter of continued support for standing landowner applications and all
applications, both new and old, will be scored and ranked for each cycle.

. The County Agricultural Preservation Board shall give notice to each city, village,

or township in which an applicant for the purchase of development rights has
been received, and the disposition of that application.

At the close of the application deadline, an initial determination of eligibility shall
be completed by the County Agricuitural Preservation Board or designated staff.
The property owner shall be notified if their application is not eligible for the
program. Each application shall be evaluated and scored according to selection
criteria approved by the County Agricultural Preservation Board and the County
Board of Commissioners prior to the application cycle.
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G.

The County Agricultural Preservation Board shall rank parcels according to the
selection criteria score but shall also individually evaluate and prioritize the top
scoring parcels. The County Agricultural Preservation Board may reprioritize the
top scoring parcels based on individual review of each application and
establishing a priority on which development rights should be purchased first
based on available funds.

The written rationale for reprioritization of the top scoring parcels shall be
included with each application.

The final ranking and prioritization of applications shall be submitted to the
County Board of Commissioners for their approval.

Agricultural value shall be based upon a:price established by the County
Agricultural Preservation Board usmg tate certified appraiser or a points based
appraisal method established in s

Upon mutual agreement to the terms
the County Agricultural P
County Board of Commissii
and reccrding of the agncul
concerns regarding clear title

=_resolved prior to signing of
;. parties or entities with an

interest in the property must be willi
agricultural conservation easement

agricuitural conservation easement
of Commissioners The County Board

ty and the property owners shall sign the agricultural
nd it shall be legally recorded with the County Clerk’s

The agricultural conservation easement will be monitored in accordance with
procedures and guidelines established by the County Agricultural Preservation
Board.

Section 8: Agricultural Conservation Easement Provisions

A.

Upon the agreement of the sale of development rights by the County Agricultural
Preservation Board, the property owner and the County Board of
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Commissioners, the County and the property owner shali execute an agricultural
conservation easement, approved by the County Agricultural Preservation Board
and the County Board of Commissioners, that will perpetually protect the parcel's
agricultural use by preventing any use that would significantly impair or interfere
with the agricultural value or use of the farmland. The agricultural conservation
easement shall contain a provision indicating that the easement runs with the
land and may not be terminated except as provided for in this Ordinance and the
easement.

B. Restrictions on that portion of the property included:in the agriculturai
conservation easement shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

I. Property shall not be divided into parcefs less than 40 acres in size.

ii. The construction of residences for of any divisions shali be
prohibited. :

. Construction of any other buildings, unless they::
consistent with farming operations shall be prohibt

iv. Commercial or industrial activity that is inconsistent v
operation shall be prohibited.

V. Excavation of topsolil, sand, gravel, rock, minerals or othermaterials that
significantly impairs or. | rferes with the agricultural values of the
property shall not ta ithout prior written approval of the County
Board of Commissio [

e built for uses

h a typical farming

Structure built must be in conformance W|th all appllcabfe
‘nd local laws, ordinances and regulations.

in, renovate, add on to, or replace existing structures.
tbe in conformance with all applicable federal, state
inances and regulations.

ortgage, bequeath or donate the property, provided any
Hl remain subject to terms of the easement.

Section 2; Duration of the Agricultural Conservation Easement
A. The agricultural conservation easement shall run with the land regardless of
transfers in property ownership. It is the intent of this ordinance to preserve
valuable farmiand through the establishment of permanent conservation
easements. Development rights acquired pursuant to this Ordinance shall be
held by the County in perpetuity and the development rights may be repurchased
by the landowner only when a court of competent jurisdiction has determined
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through eminent domain that the use of those development rights is necessary
for a specific public interest, need or purpose.

B. Upon a court’s determination of eminent domain and that the purchase of the
development rights from the County is necessary for a specific public interest,
need or purpose, the parties exercising the use of the development rights
through eminent domain or the landowner shall pay the fair market value of those
development rights at the time of their purchase to the County, as determined by
a State Certified Appraiser or utilizing the points based appraisal in section 10,
before the termination of the agricultural conservation easement. The value of
the development rights shall be determined as the difference between the fair
market value of the property with all development rights intact and the value of
the property for agricultural use with an agricultural conservation easement in
place or the value of the developments. If the appraiser has a conflict of interest
associated with a potential appraisal, the appraiser shall report the conflict to the
County and the County shall select ther appraiser to complete the appraisal.

C. The County will deposit the proceeds from any repuzrchases into the farmland

Section 10: Determini :
A. The County Agi ‘a state certified appraiser

fihe development rights or shall establish a points-based

place. The County Agricultural Preservation Board may establish guidelines,
consistent with state standards;.for the state certified appraiser to use in
determining the fair market value or the agricultural value. The points-based
appraisal method, as authorized under P.A. 262 of 2000, reduces administration
costs, is much more time efficient, provides a consistent and objective value for
all applicants and allows property owners to determine the value of the
agricultural conservation easement prior to submitting an application. The
formula shall establish a Base Value based on the parcel’s soil characteristics,
size and proximity to other protected farmland. The Base Value shail be
increased if the parcel qualifies for a market value adjustment based on the
parcel's location within the county and the amount of road frontage. In
determining the market value adjustment, an average of actual vacant land sales
of parcels over 20 acres in size zoned for agricultural purposes sold during the
prior three years shall be determined for each township. The parcel may also
qualify for a premium based on its proximity to sewer and water as determined by
formula established by the County Agricultural Preservation Board. The County
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Agriculturai Preservation Board shall review the points-based appraisal method
at the end of each application cycle and compare agricultural conservation
easement values relative to actual fair market sales in the county.

B. The property owner may obtain, within a reasonable time frame, an appraisal of
the development rights from a state certified appraiser at the property owner's
expense. The appraisal may calculate the value of the development rights as the
difference between the fair market value of the property with all development
rights intact and the value of the property for agricultural use with an agricuitural
conservation easement in place. The County Agricultural Preservation Board
may establish guidelines, consistent with state standards, for the state certified
appraiser to use in determining the fair market vaiue or the agricultural value.

C. The County Agricultural Preservation Board shall approve the price to be offered
and paid for the agricuitural conservation easement. If the property owner obtains
an independent appraisal, the County Agricultural Preservation Board may elect
to renegotiate the initiai offer based on gualified circumstances.

D. The property owner may b
purchase contract, orac

ald a cash payment or offered an installment

Section 11: Related Costs :
The cost of services ordered by the G
the County’s farmland preservation pr

ent rights that the County Agricultural Preservation Board has
1b|~lzty of the property owner, which may include title searches,

Section 12: F
A. Available
deposited in

the County farmland preservation program shali be

ial farmland preservation fund. Money in such farmland
preservation fund be temporarily deposited in such institutions or invested in
such obligations as'may be lawful for the investment of county money. The
revenues from the deposit and/or investment of the farmiand preservation fund
shall be applied and used solely for the purpose of purchasing of development
rights and agricultural conservation easements under this Ordinance, making
payments obligated under installment purchase contracts, promoting farmiand
preservation programs, or paying for costs of administering or enforcing the
county farmland preservation program.
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B. Supplemental or matching funds from private sources or other governmental
agencies, including local municipalities, the State or Federal Governmerit, may
become available to pay a portion of the cost of acquiring development rights or
agricultural conservation easements or to supplement or enlarge such
acquisitions. The County Board of Commissioners authorizes the County
Agricultural Preservation Board to use such funds to purchase development
rights of farmland and acquire agricultural conservation easements.

C. The County, upon approval by the County Board of Commissioners, may finance
the County farmland preservation program through:4. or more of the following
sources:

i. General appropriations by the count

i. Proceeds from the sale of developm ' the county under Section

9.
fii. Grants.
V. Donations.
V. General fund revenue.
vi. Bonds or notes as permitted by law.
vii.  Special assessment ermitted by law.
vii.  Other sources appro e County Board of Commlssmners and

permitted by law.

Section 13: Amendments
This Ordinance may be amended at the’
Commissioners by majerity vote.

Section 15: EFff
This ordinance

Dale Shugars, Chairman
Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners

Timothy A. Snow
County Clerk
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February 28, 2017

Lotta Jarnefelt

Kalamazoo County Dept. of Planning and Community Devetopment
201 West Kalamazoo Avenue

Katamazoo M| 459007

To the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissionears:

On behalf of the Kalamazoo River Watershed Council, | am writing this letter in
support of the adoption of a Farmland Preservation Ordinance in Kalamazoo
County. We encourage the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners to
consider a Farmland Preservation Ordinance to preserve our iocal agricuitural
economy and natural resources.

The mission of the Kalamazoo River Watershed Council is preserving and
improving water guality throughout the watershed. A Farmland Preservation
Ordinance could further this goal. Such an ordinance allows Kalamazoo County
farmers to become eligible for farm programs that keep soil and nutrients in
place instead of these becoming pollutants in our waterways. Land used for
open space and agriculiure, when preperly managed, can release less poilution
to waterways when compared to developed Jand. The result is better water
quality and a sustainable agricultural economy.

Counties around the state have enacted Farmland Preservation Ordinances to
the benefit of iandowners, especially those preparing to transfer land ana
fanming operaticns to the next generation. The ordinance can seérve as an
important tool for tax and farm succession planning. In terms of water quality,
this translate into water quality protection that extends into the future as land
changes ownership from generation to generation.

The Kalamazoo River Watershed Councii sees a Farmland Preservation
Ordinance as an important land use pianning tool, one that can improve water
quality and preserve the county’s agricultural sector.

Sinceraly,

L N\ Gpardenine

Dr. Kenneth Kornheiser, Acting President
Kalamazoo River Watershad Council

verar | krwe@KalamaozooRiver.org
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“We do not inherit our envirernment fram our ancestors, but borrow it from our chiidren.”

Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners
201 W, Xalamazoo, Kalamazoo, Mi 49007
Dear Board Members;

The Kalamazoo River Cleanup Cealiticn endorses the initiative for the County of Kalamazoo to have a
“Farmland Preservation and Open Space” ordinance. Our organization is working to preserve and
improve water quality. This would include concerns for aquatic habitats, riparian land use and impacts
of water pollution an public health. Qur most direct concern is that by not having a Farmiand
Preservation Ordinance in Kalamazoo County, we are not competitive with surrounding counties that do
have a FPO. We are not competitive in acquiring agricultural practices grants that assist in keeping soll
and nutrients in place. Keeping water borne nutrients in place is a first line defense of water quatity.

A “Farmland Preservation Ordinance” warks by acquiring the "Development Rights” of farmland, while
leaving apriculture operation of farmland in place. The transfer to the County of development rights is
permanent and assists in making the water guality improvements permanent from cne farming
generation to another. Making more farm oparators eligible for programs to improve water quality is
the main goal of our organization in relationship to a “Farm Land Preservation and Open Space
Ordinance”. There are other benefits for water gquality in the preservation of farm land. Well managed
woodlots, wetlands, pastures and croplands of farmland release smaller amount of nutrients to
waterways than developed land.

The character of Kalarnazoe County changes as open space is reduced by development. There are
government owned open spaces at parks and school sparts fields, and The Nature Conservancy has sel
aside natural areas for preservation and public use. The rest of the open space, wetlands, woodlands,
pasture and croplands are generally in privately held agricultural lands. Our agricultural business
economy does i fact need at @ minimum 15% of the fand area in agriculture in order to keep the
supporting agricultural businesses in the area. Farming becomes less efficient as cropland is fractionated
by development. The delivery of government services and utilities is mere efficient if development is
concentrated close to where these services afready exist. The ability of the County to acquire
“Development Rights” could be ancther long term planning teal.

Please cansider our endorsement of a “Farm land Preservation and Open Space Ordinance”.

Sinceraly,

wm ey

- n’\ﬂ /
“4_ é’ i~ C‘ ép;f\
) ‘

Gary L. Wégen Exec.Dir.
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April 21, 2017

Hon. Dale Shugars, Chairperson

Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners
201 West Kalamazoo Avenue

Kalamazoo, Michigan 45067

Dear Mr. Shugars,

The Southwest Michigan Land Conservancey (SWMLC) supports the need for a Farmband
Preservation Ordinance for the conservation of farmiand in Kalamazoo County and seeks the
creation and approval of this ordinance by the Kalamazoo County Beard of Commissioners.

The Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy is 50Hc)(3) nonprofit land conservancy
established in 1991 o protect the natural, historic, and scenic lands in the nine counties of
southwest Michigan., SWMLC iy accredited by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission.
and has protected over 15.000 acres of wetlands, woodlands, dunes, and farmland with a
focus on protecting water resources and Lake Michigan,

SWMLC has a 20-vear history of preserving farmland in southwest Michigan, We are
commilted to: protecting farmland to improve sotl, water. air, plant and animal resources to
help ensure long-term sustainability regardiess of land use: promoting the idea that "Food
Sovereignty" improves cconomic stability and helps build political security; and helping
people understand that land is not o commodity simply to be used up and discarded in the
most expedient manner.

fn Kalamazoo County, SWMLC has conserved 1,700 acres of land of which eight parcels are
protecied through donated conservation easements - land which remains privately owned,
but cannot be subdivided or developed, These eight properties totaling over 1,000 acres are
predominanty farmiand located in Ross and Richiand Townships — land essential faor
supporting this region’s agricuftural economy.

The establishment of a Farmland Preservation Ordinance for Kalamazoo County would assist
in promoting fanmiand preservation and complement SWMLCs current conservation work.
SWMLC encourages the Kalamazoo County Beard of Comumissioners (o consider and
approve a Farmiand Preservation Ordinance for Kalamazoo County,

Sineerely yours,

Peter T3, Ter Louw
President and Executive Direclor

#8495 Fasy Madn Sereer 7 Galesbore, M ASBOS3-9745 7 2697 3241600 1 '-,\"\\f\\'.SK\”T\-Ii,(:.c'n'l"g
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March 13, 2017

Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners
201 W. Kalamazoo
Kalamazoo, M1 43007

Dear Kalamazoo County Board of Commissicners,

The Kalamazoo Township Board of Trustees endorses the initiative for the County of Kalamazoo to have
a “Farmiand Preservation and Open Space” Ordinance. Kalamazoo Township is bordered by rural and
agriculture land uses that are worth preserving. Preserving rural and open space lands in Kalamazoo
County, discourages greenfield development and encourages brownfieid redevelopment in our
township as well as incentives for redevelopment in our urban and suburban neighborhoods where
housing infrastructure currently exists. it is our belief that a “Farmiand Preservation and Open Space”
Ordinance could be a useful tool in long term planning.

What such an ordinance does is set up a mechanism for “Devejopment Rights” of agricultural land to be
purchased by what funding is available and held by the County of Kalamazoo. The land can continue to
be operated as an agricultural business or open space, but not developed. The draft of this ordinance is
based on the Kent County ordinance, Kent County has similar demographics and tand use to that of
Kalamazoo County and they have a successful program. The ordinance sets up a “Farm Land and Open
Space Preservation Board”. This board reviews the voluntary applications of farm operators 1o seli
“Development Rights”. In the ordinance, these applications must be agreed to by the township in which
the land is located and township planning will not be overridden.

The Kalamazoo Township Board believes a “Farm Land Preservation and Open Space” Ordinance would
be good addition as a long term planning tool. Development would be encouraged where it is efficient
to provide governmental services and utilities. There would be less pressure for private farm owners to
develop if development rights could be sold separately, thus allowing another generation of farmers to
operate an agriculture business on the land. In addition, there may be advantages in acquiring
“Development Rights” to some parcels of land to keep a rural nature of a wider area in planning goals.

Please consider the adoption of a “Farm Land Preservation and Open Space” Ordinance.
Sincerely,

Mot © AL

Mark E. Miller, Clerk

1720 Riverview Dr.



Southcentral Michigan Planning Council

300 South Westnedge Avenue - Kalamazoo, Michigan 43007
Phone: (269) 385-0409 - Fax: (269) 343-3308 - Email: info@smpcregion3.org

TO:

Lotta Jarnefelt

Department of Planning & Community Development
201 West Kalamazoo Avenue

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007

FROM:

Lee Adams, Director

Southcentral Michigan Planning Council
300 South Westnedge Avenue
Kalamazoo, Mi 49007

DATE: April 26, 2017

RE: Kalamazoo County Farmland Preservation Ordinance Endorsement
To Kalamazoo County Commission:

The Southcentral Michigan Planning Council (SMPC) supports the Kalamazoo County Commission’s passing of a
Farmland Preservation Ordinance.

SMPC is a regional planning organization that aims to improve the economic, environmental, and fiscal health of
member organizations through transportation planning, land use and environmental planning, economic development,
and efficient local staffing.

A Kalamazoo County Farmland Preservation Ordinance would assist in meeting the goals of SMPC by creating an avenue
to protect agriculture in one part of the region; agriculture is a vital part of the region’s economy, cuiture, visual
landscape, and ecosystem. A county ordinance could support local land use planning efforts to promote the reasonable
development of each community in accordance with the Michigan Planning Enabling Act. Furthermore, the ordinance
could reduce the need for expansion of the transportation system and other public utilities. The proposed ordinance
could also assist local units of government with environmental planning efforts.

The Southcentral Michigan Planning Council see agriculture as a cornerstone of the region’s culture and economy and is
in support of efforts and ordinances that encourage is promotion or preservation.

Best regards,
ey A
K=

Lee Adams
SMPC Director
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February 20, 2017

Lotta Jarnefelt

Director

Department of Planning & Coemmunity Develapment
201 West Kalamaroo Avenue

Kalamazoo, M| 49007

Dear Ms. Jarnefelt,

The Kalamazoo Conservation District endorses the initiative for the County of Kalamazoo to have a
*Farmland Preservation and Open Space” ordinance. Our organization is working to preserve and
improve water quality. This would include conceras for aquatic hahitats, riparian land use and impacts
of water poilution on public health. Our most direct concern is that by not having a Farmland
Preservation Ordinance in Kalamazoo County, we are not competitive with surrcunding counties that do
have a FPO, We are not competitive in acquiring agricultural practices grants that assist in keeping soil
and nutrients in place. Keeping water borse nutrients in piace is a first line defense of water guatity.

A “Farmiand Praservation Ordinance” works by acquiring the “Development Rights” of farmland, while
leaving agriculture operation of farmland in place. The transfer to the County of development rights is
permanent and assists in making the water quality improvements permanent from one farming
generation to another. Making more farm oparators eligible for programs to Improve water guality is
the main goal of our organization in relationship to a “tarm Land Preservation and Open Space
Ordinance”. There are other benefits for water quality in the preservation of farm land. Well managed
woodlots, wetlands, pastures and croplands of farmiand release smailer amount of nuirienis to
waterways than developed land.

The character of Kalamazoo County changes as open space is reduced by development. Thera are
government owned open spaces at parks and school sports fields, and The Nature Conservancy has set
aside natural areas for preservation and public use. The rest of the open space, wetlands, woodiands,
pasture and croplands are generally in privately hetd agricultural lands. Our agricultural business
economy daes in fact need at a minimum 15% of the fand area in agriculture in order to keep the
supporting agriculturai businesses in the area. Farming hecomes less efficient as cropland is fractionated
by development. The delivery of government services and utilities is more efficient if development is
concentrated close to where these services already exist. The ability of the County to acquire
“Development Rights” could he another long term planning tool,

Please consider our endorsement of a “Farm land Preservation and Open Space Ordinance”.

Sincerely,
Chairman“pf/?}e Board of Directars of the Kalamazoo Conservation District

L]
v’{% {’C
'...11' - é’
2 Vi g o) "
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Ed Cagney /’}’;//?

{7
[ A
4 5950 Portage Rd. Suite B, Portage, Mi 49002 ¢ 269-382-3121 Fxt. 3 ¢ www kalamarzeoconservalion.org



LARAZOD COUNEY
o FARM BUREAL®

5950 Porage Road, Suite A, Poriage, Michigan 49002
Phone: {269) 342-0212 Fax: {269) 342-5008

March 21, 2017

Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners
Lotta Jarnefelt, Director

201 W. Kalamazoo Avenue
Kalamazoo, M1 45007

Dear Board Members;

Kalamazoo County Farm Bureau endorsses the initiative for the County of Kalamazoo to have a
“Farmland Preservation and Open Space” Crdinance. Our County has many rural and agricuiture aspects
that are worth preserving. Farmiand once developed seldom returns to agricuitural production. Our
organization would like to see development reflected in a Master plan and focused in urban areas where
roads, utilities and access are readily available near where workers five. It Is our belief that a “Farmland
Preservation and Open Space” Crdinance will he a useful long term planning tool for Kalamazea County.
What such an ordinance does in set up @ mechanism for “Development Rights” of agricuitural fand to be
purchased by what funding is available and held by the County of Kalamazoo. The fand can continue to
be operated as an agricultural business or apen space, but not developed. The draft of this ardinance is
hased on the Kent County ordinance. Kent County has similar demographics and land use ta that of
Kalamazoo County and they have a successful program. The ordinance sets up a “Farm Land and Open
Space Preservation Board”. This board reviews the voluntary applications of farm operators to sell
“Development Rights”. in the ordinance, these applications must be agreed to by the township in which
the land is located and township planning witl not be overridden.

Kalamazoo County Farm Bureau believes a “Farm Land Preservation and Open Space” Ordinance wouid
be a gond addition as s long term planning too!. Development would be encouraged where itis efficient
to provide governmental services and utilities. There would be less pressure for private farm owners 1o
develop if development rights could be sold separately, thus aflowing another generation of farmers to
operate an agriculture business on the land. Inaddition, there may be advantages in ACCuUring
“Development Rights” to some parcels of tand to keep a rural nature of a wider area in planning goais.
Please consider the adeption of a “Farm Land Preservation and Cpen Space” Ordinance.

Sincerely,

s )
Kelly Leach, President
Kalamazoo County Farm Bureau Board of Directors

kalamazeo, michiganifarmbureau.com
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ITEM 7./S.

RESOLUTION
IN SUPPORT OF SHUTTING DOWRN
ENBRIDGE LINE 5 PIPELINE UNDER THE STRAITS OF MACKINIC

WHEREAS, Line 5 is a set of twin, 64-year-old pipelines owned by Enbridge that carry light
crude oil and natural gas under the Straits of Mackinac; and

WHEREAS, the currents in the Straits of Mackinac at peak volumetric transport can be more
than 10 times greater than the flow of Niagara Falls and switch bi-directionally from east to west
every few days and according to a 2014 University of Michigan study is the “worst possible
place” for an oil spill in the Great Lakes; and

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes contain 20 percent of the world’s fresh, available, surface water
and are a drinking water source for over 35 million people; and

WHEREAS, one out of every five jobs in Michigan is linked to the high quality and quantity of
fresh water in the Great Lakes; and

WHEREAS, tourism is one of Michigan’s largest income industries bringing in billions of visitor
dollars spent each year; and

WHEREAS, agriculture, fisheries, shipping and industry depend on the health of the Great
Lakes; and

WHEREAS, in 2009 the Great Lakes were linked to over 1.5 million jobs, with Michigan
accounting for 35 percent of those jobs; and

WHEREAS, Enbridge has a concerning track record that includes 1,244 reportable spills, leaks
and releases from 1996 to 2013; and

WHEREAS, Enbridge was in violation of spacing requirements of its 1953 easement for Line 5
in 2014 and were responsible for a pinhole leak in a section of the pipeline north of the Straits in
December 2014; and

WHEREAS, Enbridge was responsible for one of the worst and most expensive oils spills in
U.S. history when Line 6b ruptured near Kalamazoo in 2010 allowing almost 1 million gailons of
tar sands oil to leak for 17 hours before shutting down the ling; and

WHEREAS, corrosion is the number one reason that pipelines fail; and

WHEREAS, Line 5 was built before the Great Lakes Submerged Lands Act was adopted so it
didn't have to obtain a permit and ensure that the pipeline wouldn't pose a threat to the waters
or the public’s use of the waters; and

WHEREAS, Michigan's Attorney General has stated (in regards to Line 5) that the “pipeline
wouldn’t be built today” and that “the pipeline’s days are numbered”; and

WHEREAS, the Coast Guard Commandant testified before congress in 2015 that the Coast
Guard would be unable to respond effectively to an open water oil spill in the heart of the Great
Lakes; and



WHEREAS, there is no plan for how to recover oil if there was a leak during the winter when the
lakes are covered with ice; and

WHEREAS, as Michiganders we have a responsibility to be wise stewards of the waters of our
state for generations to come; and

WHEREAS, protection of Michigan’s water supplies and resources is better accomplished by
prevention of contamination and environmental degradation, rather than attempting to clean up
contamination and restore degraded environments after the fact.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that on the 3rd day of May 2017, the Kalamazoo
County Board of Commissioners supports stopping the transportation of oil under the Great
Lakes; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners supports
shutting down Line 5 and the flow of oil under the Great Lakes, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners will send a
copy of this resolution to Governor Rick Snyder, Attorney General Bill Schuette and Kalamazoo
County's delegation to the Michigan Legislature, U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S.
Senate, calling on them to take swift action to shut down Line 5.

STATE OF MICHIGAN )

) §S
COUNTY OF KALAMAZOO )
|, Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk/Register for the County of Kalamazoo, Michigan, do hereby
certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Kalamazoo County Board
of Commissioners at a regular session held on May 16, 2017.

Timothy A. Snow
County Clerk/Register



