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With the start of the
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Over 1,500 school-age children
experienced homelessness

Within
Kalamazoo

 County
2013-14 School year

Over 1,200 school-age children
experienced homelessness

Within
Kalamazoo

County 
2014-15 School year

The newest facet in civic involvement is the focus on assisting homeless families with school-
age children. Displacement from permanent residence, and the effects of living without shelter,
heat, water, electricity, and safety is a concern felt within every community of Kalamazoo
County, the evidence of which was realized by the voter enacted Vote Yes! For Kids millage
placed on the November 2015 ballot. The actuation of which is now the Kalamazoo County
Public Housing Commission Local Housing Assistance Fund Millage Program.

School-age children in Kalamazoo County have been provided the opportunity of support, to
help their families provide a stable home. Homelessness can be a result of chronic housing
instability, or the aftermath of an emergency, or perhaps the loss or change in household
income. Those effected can be some of the most vulnerable and inadvertently marginalized
within our community.
  
The Kalamazoo County Public Housing Commission (KCPHC) Local Housing Assistance Fund
(LHAF) Millage Program has established the goal of providing support for one-hundred
families in it's first year. The growing effectiveness of this new program is being accomplished
through a matrix of local partners. These organizations are using both well established and
new networks to facilitate this teamwork. The added benefit of these partnerships for the
community is that they are bringing about what can be accomplished now, and building
teamwork that will enrich the future.

-- Citizens of Kalamazoo County care for the needs and well-being of their
community’s children; our citizens of tomorrow, our future. --

Continued community engagement in Kalamazoo County
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Housing Resources, Inc. (HRI) as the Kalamazoo County Continuum of Care Housing Assessment and
Resource Agency (HARA), was contracted to carry out the activities of the LHAF Millage Program. HRI
has the staffing, infrastructure, and experience to assist applicants seeking housing through the LHAF
Millage Program.
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As the Kalamazoo County Continuum of Care (CoC) HARA, HRI has a wide range of services
available to qualifying applicants, even those that do not qualify for the assistance through the
LHAF Millage Program. Additionally HRI has partnerships and networks with local organizations
and non-profits that can be of help to families that qualify for the Millage Program.  
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Kalamazoo County-wide Outreach

While HRI has been contacted by many families directly, one of the most
valuable partners in the LHAF Millage Program are the school districts
throughout Kalamazoo County. Under the McKinney­Vento Act established
by Congress, funding and programs to identify and assist  homelessness
in school­age children is effected at a local level by each school district
having a Homeless Liaison on staff. Below is a list of the Homeless
Liaisons for each school­district in Kalamazoo County (retrieved from the
Michigan Center for Educational Performance and Information website,
https://cepi.state.mi.us/EEM/EntitySearchQuick.aspx): 

Homeless liaisons can serve
as the first point of contact for
students and families in need.

Every school district has one.

Keep checking back for further information and statistics about the
LHAF Millage Program coming in the first quarter of 2017.


