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KCVSO NEWSLETTER
Updates for the veterans of Kalamazoo County

Veterans Service Office: County
Benefits
In our Newsletter we have previously highlighted our
County benefits through the Soldiers and Sailors Relief
Program. We have seen an unprecedented amount of
requests for assistance in the first quarter of 2022. So
much so, we have completely depleted our funds for
the year. The office is currently seeking outside
resources to bolster these programs for the remainder
of 2022. We appreciate your patience and
understanding at this time while we explore every
avenue in order to continue serving our Kalamazoo
County Veterans.
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This publication is released
quarterly for the purpose of
informing the veterans, spouses,
and dependents of Kalamazoo
County of the different benefits
and initiatives available to them.

Veteran of the Quarter: Pastor Michael L Brown
Many veterans and nonveterans who reside in our
community
have
been
positively impacted by Senior
Chief Petty Officer Michael L.
Brown over the years. As
such, he is being honored by
the
Kalamazoo
County
Veteran Affairs Committee
[KCVAC] and the Veterans
Service Office [VSO] as our
“Veteran of the Quarter” in
May 2022. Some may better
recognize the Senior Chief as
Pastor Michael L. Brown who
is the longtime CEO of the
Kalamazoo Gospel Ministries.
Pastor Brown first joined that
organization in 1997 where
he served as their Director of
Maintenance and Facilities. In
September 2003 he was
appointed as the Interim CEO
of the entire organization and
quickly earned the trust and
confidence of his board
members to remove the

“Interim” tag from his title – a
position he has gone on to
hold for the past two
decades. In 2003, the
Kalamazoo Gospel Ministries
consisted of approximately 35
staff members and operated
under a $1.3 million budget.
Under
Pastor
Michael
Brown’s
leadership,
the
organization has steadily
grown to approximately 80
staff members and currently
operates with a $5 million
budget. His dedication and
commitment
to
our
community has earned him
numerous accolades over the
years,
including
being
recognized by the local
chapter for the NAACP as
their “Distinguished Veteran
of the Year” in 2021. Michael
Fry, the Chairman for the
KCVAC, recently had the
honor and privilege to sit
down with Pastor Michael
Brown and discuss his military
service.

Interview with Pastor Brown
Name: Pastor Michael L. Brown
Spouse: Rosemary Brown
Children: Michael, Demont, and Dennis. There are also numerous individuals who he
views as his own sons and daughters from over the years – where he considers himself
blessed with a large “extended family.”
Military Branch: United States Navy
Years of Service: 1970 -1992
Rank: E-8, HTCS (SW) Senior Chief Petty Officer, Surface Warfare Qualified
Military Occupational Specialty: Senior Chief Hull Maintenance Tech
Primary Duty Station: Norfolk, VA
Assignments / Floats: RTC Great Lakes [Sep 1970 – Dec 1970]; USS Arcturus (AF-52) [Jan
1971 – Dec 1972]; VA-42 NAS Oceana [Dec 1972 – Oct 1974]; USS Vulcan (AR-5) [Oct
1974 – Sep 1979]; Fleet ASW Training Center [Jan 1979 – Dec 1979]; USS Piedmont (AD17)[Jan 1980 – Sep 1982]; USS Vulcan (AR-5) [Oct 1982 – Jul 1985]; SIMA Portsmouth
[Jul 1985 – Jan 1988]; USS Emory S Land (AS-39) [Feb 1988 – Apr 1989]; USS Hunley
(ASA-30) [Apr 1989 – Jun 1989]; USS Emory S Land (AS-39) [Jun 1989 – Jun 1990]; USS
Seattle (AOE-3) [Jun 1990 – Sep 1992]
What were some of the reasons you joined the military?
Senior Chief Brown would be the first to tell you that he lacked direction throughout his
adolescent years and decided to enlist in the service while in his senior year of high
school. He wanted to “control his fate” rather than allow the military draft at that time
to dictate where he went after high school. Even though he dropped out of high school,
he would later find the direction that he previously lacked and went on to earn his GED
at Naval Air Station Virginia Beach. He would subsequently enroll in courses through the
International Bible Institute Seminary while stationed in Norfolk, VA. Moreover, he was
recently awarded an Honorary Doctor of Divinity degree in February 2022 for his
ministry accomplishments for the past 36 years – dating back to his collateral duties as a
Chaplain Assistant in the U.S. Navy. Pastor Brown continues to conduct Military funerals
in uniform for veteran service members when requested.

What are some of the things you remember most about your time in the service?
One of his most memorable experiences in the U.S. Navy was simply having the
opportunity to travel the world. Senior Chief Brown was born and raised in Washington
DC, but once he joined the Navy, he served on numerous ships that took him around the
world throughout his military career. He had the opportunity to see places such as Tel Aviv,
Israel and Oman in the Middle East, most notably during Operation Desert Shield / Desert
Storm.
How do you think your time in the military affected you?
Senior Chief Brown credits the military service with helping him “grow up” by giving him a
“sense of responsibility.” He would go on to describe how everyone in the military has a
part – and everyone needs to do their part in order to accomplish the mission at hand. The
military also gives every servicemember a sense of purpose by helping others around the
world who need it - whether that’s through humanitarian assistance or other means. These
principles have carried over to his life outside of the military – helping guide the Senior
Chief as he’s manned the helm at the Kalamazoo Gospel Ministries.
What are some of the things that you miss the most about being in the service?
He misses some of the relationships he built throughout his military service, mentioning
that the bond he shared with some of the men and women he served with over the years
was closer than the bonds many Americans share with their own biological families. He
also recalls missing the “structure” and “expectations” that came with military service.
Is there anything you wish civilians understood about military service?
Senior Chief Brown recalls the following saying:
“A veteran is someone who wrote a blank check made payable to the United States of
America for an amount up to and including their life.”
He wants civilians to understand that “the check is still valid” for many of the veterans that
walk the streets among them. Veterans still pledge allegiance to our flag and will always do
their part to ensure that our stars and stripes never falter.Furthermore, he wants civilians
to understand that military service instills a sense of pride and belonging in our veterans
where they still serve in various capacities throughout our communities long after taking
off their uniform for the last time.
Please welcome us in congratulating Senior Chief Petty Officer Michael L. Brown as our
Veteran of the Quarter! Thank you for your service to our nation.
Semper Fortis. Always Courageous.

VSO Highlight:
Disability Compensation
Disability compensation claims are for
accidents, injuries and illnesses that
occurred during active-duty service.
There are four main types of serviceconnected disabilities. The first is
“Direct Service Connection.” This is
when the condition was caused by or
during active-duty service. The second
is “Aggravated Service Connection.”
This is when there was a condition
prior to active-duty service, but the
condition was made worse by the
active-duty service. The third is
“Presumptive Service Connection.”
This is when a condition is presumed to
have been caused by specific
exposures while on active duty. (Ex.
Agent Orange, Camp Lejeune Water
Contamination or Burn Pit exposure.)
The fourth is “Secondary Service
Connection.” This is when a condition
is directly attributed to a condition that
a Veteran is already collecting
disability compensation for.

The VA defines a veteran as “a
person who served in the active
military, naval, or air service, and
who was discharged or released
under conditions other than
dishonorable.” A reservist must
be injured in the line of duty
during a period of active duty or
training to meet the requirement
of service.
To apply for disability
compensation, we will need your
DD214, a current diagnosis and
your service treatment records.

Meet Our Staff: Jessecia Harter
My name is Jessecia Harter, Administrative Assistant for the
Kalamazoo County Veterans Service Office (KCVSO). I have lived in the
Kalamazoo area my entire life and have been employed full-time as
an administrative assistant with The Kalamazoo County Government
since 2015. I transferred to KCVSO from the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek
International Airport in November 2021. Prior to my full-time
employment with Kalamazoo County, I worked for several years as an
assistant property manager/financial director in a student housing
community near Western Michigan University, an administrative
assistant with Plainwell Community Schools, and as a seasonal park
attendant for Markin Glen County Park. I attended Kalamazoo Valley
Community College where I earned my Associates Degree in
Education and studied Criminal Justice. In my spare time I like to go
camping, go to the lake, work in my yard, and spend time with my
daughter and boyfriend. Even though I have never been a service
member, I am very passionate about helping people in any way that I
can especially those that served our country.

This Month in Military History
June 14, 1775 - The first U.S. Military service, the Continental Army consisting of six companies
of riflemen, was established by the Second Continental Congress. The next day, George
Washington was appointed by a unanimous vote to command the army.

June 6, 1944 - D-Day, the largest amphibious landing in history, began in the early-morning hours
as Allied forces landed in Normandy on the northern coast of France. Operation Overlord took
months of planning and involved 1,527,000 soldiers in 47 Allied divisions along with 4,400 ships
and landing craft, and 11,000 aircraft. The Germans had about 60 divisions spread along France
and the Low Countries. American forces landed on two western beaches, Utah and Omaha,
while British and Canadian troops landed farther east on Gold, Juno and Sword beaches. By the
end of the day 150,000 Allied soldiers and their accompanying vehicles had landed with 15,000
killed and wounded.

June 25, 1950 - The Korean War began as North Korean troops, led by Russian-built tanks,
crossed the 38th parallel and launched a full scale invasion of South Korea. Five days later, U.S.
ground forces entered the conflict, which lasted until July 27, 1953, when an armistice was
signed at Panmunjom, formally dividing the country at the 38th parallel into North and South
Korea.

Test Your Knowledge: Military Trivia

5. In what year did the Air Force separate from
the Army?
a) 1940
b) 1942
c) 1944
d) 1947

4. Fort Benning is a US Army
post located in which state?
a) Florida
b) North Carolina
c) California
d) Georgia

Trivia Answers:

3. The profile of George
Washington appears on what
US military decoration?
a) Bronze Star
b) Purple Heart
c) Medal of Honor
d) Good Conduct Medal

2. The signing of the Paris
Accords officially ended direct
US involvement in which war?
a) WWI
b) WWII
c) Korea
d) Vietnam

1) b, 2) d, 3) b, 4) d, 5) d

1. What is the call sign of any US Marine Corps
aircraft carrying the president of the US?
a) Air Force One
b) Marine One
c) Army One
d) Navy One

UPCOMING EVENTS:

FREE KALAMAZOO VETERANS
PICNIC EVENTS!
June 26, 4-7 pm @ Prairieview
County Park
July 17, 4-7 pm @ River Oaks
County Park
August 6, 4-7 pm @ Markin Glen
County Park
Register: 269-373-5361
hcsvso@kalcounty.com
VFW Post 827
Annual Golf Outing
June 5, 2022

VFW Post 1527
Annual Golf Outing
August 6, 2022

$65/person- sign up with the bartender

$60/person- sign up with the bartender

