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Members Present: Jeff Sorensen, Meredith Place, Francis Bell, Michael Boersma, Patricia Crowley, Shannan Deater, David 
Harn, Vern Johnson, Kristi Lloyd, Tracy Lynn, Julie Pioch, Claudette Reid, Elizabeth Rochow  
 
Members Absent: Louis Parker III, Mike Leeuw  
 
Environmental Health: Lucus Pols, Jeff Reicherts, Jennifer Kosak, Aaron Hoogenboom, Doug Potter, Rachel Meyer, Celia 
Banuelos,   
 
Also attending:  Jim Rutherford, Debra Lenz, Dan Wood, Erica Bays, Mike Carroll, Sam Bower 
 
TOPIC DISCUSSION ACTION FOLLOW-UP 
1.  Welcome - 
Introductions 

   

2.  Citizen 
Comments 

No Comments   

3.  Approval of 
Minutes 
 

Minutes were approved for December 11, 2019. Amendment was 
made to David 
Harn’s members 
corner comment. 

 

4. 2020 Office 
Elections:  
 

Chair-Jeff Sorensen  
Vice Chair-Shannan Deater 
Secretary-Kristi Lloyd 
 

  

5. EH/Lab 
Program Updates 
 
 
 

Supervisors within EH & the Laboratory shared information 
about their programs.   
Lucus Pols shared information about the Land & Waste 
Water program. There are four sanitarians in the program 
that inspect and permit water well and septic systems. 
They respond to complaints such as sewage on the 
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ground and housing complaints. Last year they responded 
to 170 complaints. They have a campground program 
where they inspect campgrounds and permit temporary 
campgrounds. They monitor 9 bathing beaches and take 
water samples weekly, from Memorial Day to Labor Day. 
They have a Ground Water Specialist, Jeff Reicherts, who 
deals with water contaminations and anything water well 
related. The Type II program, handled by Hope Stanley, 
consists of businesses and restaurants that have water 
wells. The LWW program also provides well and septic 
inspections for families that want to adopt or provide a 
foster home, and processes mortgage evaluations.   
 
Jennifer Kosak shared information about the Household 
Hazardous Waste program. They take in most household 
chemicals, used oil and gas, any pesticides, fluorescent 
light bulbs, batteries, and electronics. They also have a 
“swap shop” where un-opened or barely used items are 
available for the public to take once a month. They also 
support the Red Med boxes at the police stations around 
the County where you can dispose of expired or unwanted 
medications.  
 
Aaron Hoogenboom shared information about the 
Laboratory. The Lab handles clinical and environmental 
testing. They support tests for the STD and HIV clinic. 
Some of the tests they run for the clinic include chlamydia, 
gonorrhea, and syphilis. They also run drinking water 
samples, surface water tests, and public pool water tests. 
They test for coliform, E-Coli, and nitrates in water 
samples. In 2019 the lab tested approximately 10,700 
samples. They also processed 5000 samples that were 
sent to the state for testing, such as HIV and hepatitis. The 
lab is certified by EGLE, CLIA and MDHHS. They are 
working on legionella sampling. They have a Sharps 
program that started in July 2019, where the public can 
bring in used needles and sharps needles and drop them 
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off on the 2nd Floor of HCS, in the mailbox style bin for 
disposal. It is a free service to the public.  
 
Doug Potter shared information about the food program. 
The food program’s focus is on the restaurants, Little 
Leagues, concession stands, temporary events, food 
trucks and seasonal facilities in Kalamazoo County. Mainly 
our food licenses are for non-packaged foods being 
prepared in facilities. The County will process about 1000 
licenses this year. Facilities are inspected every six 
months. This program also handles any restaurant 
complaints that include cleanliness or illness. They receive 
about 200 restaurant complaints per year. They inspect 
temporary events throughout the year, such as Rib Fest 
and make sure vendors are in compliance with serving the 
public. They work with the communicable disease staff 
with food borne illnesses and complaints. All of the food 
safety staff sits on the outbreak response team. They 
oversee the public swimming pool program. Public 
swimming pools are inspected twice a year and monitor 
water testing. There are about 350 evaluations a year. 
They handle the body art program. Which includes tattoo, 
piercing and micro blading facilities. They license and 
inspect the facilities. They also handle the DHHS facility 
inspections for childcare facilities and adult foster homes. 
They have seven field staff and one support staff.  
 
Vern Johnson shared that EH will be enhancing their 
vector program, adding monitoring for the EEE mosquito, 
and he will have a more detailed update in April. 

6. EH Program 
Updates 

Jeff Reicherts gave a presentation on PFAS. There are 
five PFAS sites within Kalamazoo County on the MPART 
website. The five sites are, N. 34th Street site, Nolichucky 
site, Georgia Pacific site and the Former 
Landfill/Firefighter Training site in the City of Portage. 
There is also an area in Alamo Township that is not 
mentioned on the MPART site with homes now on filters. 
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They are located on N. 2nd Street by the Kal-Haven trail. It 
is not known why these homes are testing positive for 
PFAS except that there used to be a train depot near that 
location and something may have happened with the 
railroad to cause the contamination. In the City of Portage 
the PFAS testing results for 20 residential wells and 2 
commercial wells came back very low. It has not been 
decided at this time what the protocol will be with these 
homes.   
 
Shannon Deater stated that Pumping Station #5 has been 
shut down at this time, even though it was non-detect 
when tested. The City of Kalamazoo has 16 pumping 
stations and they have the ability to turn them on and off at 
any time.  
 
Vern gave an update on Burrough’s Corporation GRZ. It is 
scheduled to be presented to the Committee of the Whole 
in March and a public hearing and vote to be held at a 
BOC meeting in April. 

5.  Member 
Comments 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Rochow is looking forward to being on the 
committee. 
 
Jim Rutherford discussed his recent presentation to the 
BOC regarding PFAS and provided Coronavirus updates.  
 
Mike Boersma shared the road commission is conducting 
winter maintenance. They are working with Graphic 
Packaging on abandoning Pitcher Street between Harrison 
and Mosel. They will be lifting roads around the County 
where there are high water levels.  
 
Claudette Reid stated they have a PFAS meeting on 
Thursday @ 7pm. On Monday they have two public 
meetings about the roads between Centre Street and 
Osterhout. Since I-94 will be under construction they are 
trying to work on a plan to re-route traffic. She discussed 

  



Kalamazoo County 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 
TOPIC DISCUSSION ACTION FOLLOW-UP 

their strategic planning work. They are working on water 
levels related to the Hampton Bog and getting State 
approval to address the issue.  
 
Patricia Crowley said the drain conference it in town at the 
Radisson Hotel this week. Every County in Michigan is 
have issues with high water levels. The Governor is giving 
$20 Million for planning for groundwater and she would 
like Kalamazoo County to try to be a part of this study. 
They received a lake level petition for more than 2/3 of 
residents of Eagle and Crooked Lake and it will be 
presented to the BOC.  
 
Jeff Sorensen-The next meeting will be on April 8, 2020. 
 

 


