Older Adult Services Advisory Council
MEETING MINUTES
March 9, 2016 — 4:00 PM
HCS Dept. — Conference Room B

Members Present: Chair Don Ryan, Kathy Grueter, John Hilliard, Deb Josephson,

Kimberly Middleton, Beulah Price, Kelly Quardokus,
Ros Robbert, Beverly Solik; & Commissioner Larry Provancher

Members Absent: Tom Danielson, Clinton Lewis

Staff Present: Judy Sivak, Anne Zemlick, Elizabeth Brass, Beth Ridge,

Janice Bonita

AASA Field Rep.: Cindy Albrecht

Guests: Dave Carroll, Senior Services; Joyce Ryan; joe schmitt and

Sara Wick, MSAC Delegates

Welcome and Introductions: Chair Ryan opened with welcome and introductions
at 4:06 PM. He read a nice letter to Liz Brass, as it was her last meeting before
leaving the AAAIIIA. Cindy Albrecht announced that Aging & Adult Services
Agency hired Richard Kline as Deputy Director.

Citizen Time: None

Member Time: Discussion was initiated about Commission Chair John Taylor’s
run for County Clerk and what this will be mean to the senior millage initiative, of
which he’s been a supporter. Members were asked if we should send letter to
Commissioners reminding them about putting the senior millage on the ballot
sometime next year, and the consensus was to wait until after the law enforcement
millage. It was suggested we create a fact sheet for each member to present to
his/her own commissioner. Also, it was suggested we ask Commissioners to
consider additional funding through the General Fund for 2017.

Financial Report Review: Beth Ridge, Sr. Fin. Analyst, reviewed the Financial
Report for January.

Motion Carried To Approve January 2016 Financial Report
Beverly S.
John H.
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VI.

VII.

Approval of Minutes: (taken out of order of agenda)

Motion Carried To Approve December 2015 Minutes
Kimberly M.
Ros R.

Advocacy Report: Judy S. reported on the Governor’s budget. Care Act passed;
Kelly Q. added that there was a language change in the instructions. Judy referred
to the letter from Anne Z. sent to Council members about clients subsisting on
Social Security with a spend down and the challenges with regard to the backlog at
DHHS. Kelly suggested she talk to Legal Aid of W. MI, or the Center for Civil
Justice, Michigan Poverty Law—and to go to “the top.” Kelly offered her help if
needed. Judy distributed KCASI March meeting flyer.

Staff Report: Judy distributed OASAC 2016 meeting dates. She discussed the
staff report of all of our programs and how they are doing. We can make color
copies of it for members if you let us know. She talked about Healthy Living
Programs; how the programs are offered community-wide and physicians are
starting to directly refer; but funding to continue is in jeopardy, as United Way has
changed its focus and the MHEF grant ends, both in November. Elder Abuse
Prevention Coalition is holding two conferences: Safe, Sound & Secure April 9™,
and Conference on Elder Abuse, April 25™ (flyers were distributed). Judy offered
complimentary registration to the April 25 Conference. Also, a breakfast is being
held before this conference for police chiefs, probate court, prosecutors, ME office,
APS, and others, with speaker Paul Greenwood, Sheriff Fuller and Prosecutor
Getting. Staff met with Andy Garza, United Senior Resources, and related
uneasiness regarding how they vet organizations going into client homes. It was
mentioned by Mr. Garza that Senior Services has been recruited for the Social
Services category and that they required exclusivity in terms of referrals for
Information & Assistance. Judy, Deb Josephson, Jennifer Johnson, Loaves &
Fishes Executive Director, Dr. Homnick and Scott Jensen, Health Equity
Coordinator, met with staff at Christian Neighbors in Plainwell to determine any
unmet needs, especially in the area of food security. Information was exchanged
and potential for healthy living programming discussed.

Liz reported on what she has been working on, including Web site updates, and
the LGBT Resource Guide. Anne distributed waitlist graph years 2008 to present.
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She announced Donnyel is no longer with us; Ann Rozsi who retired in January,
came back temporarily to help. Carol Decker will start in April as new social
worker/care consultant. Anne talked about the different collaborations she is a part
of. Much discussion followed Anne’s Hoarding Taskforce report. She hopes to hold
a symposium on bedbugs with the collaboration of Environmental Health.

e Election of Chair and Vice-Chair:

Motion Carried To elect Don Ryan to another term as Chair
Beverly S.

Kelly Q.

Motion To elect Ros Robbert to another term as Vice-
Chair. Ros declined after John H. volunteered.

Kelly Q.
Deb J.

Motion Carried To nominate and elect John Hilliard to a term as
Vice-Chair
John H.
Kelly Q.

e Kalamazoo County Celebrates Elderhood: Judy talked about the kick-off event
on March 29, to which Council members (and others) volunteered to be on
planning committees, and to let her know if you're still interested. She outlined
what the committees are.

e Counseling at Home Kinship Program Change: Liz reported on the changes to
the Counseling at Home workshops, in order for them to be more responsive to the
community they serve.
joe s. asked about the next OASAC meeting being on the same day as Older
Michiganians Day (May 11), and Judy responded that we will have the OASAC
meeting on that date as it is also the Public Hearing for the Multi-Year Plan, and
we must hold it then.

Motion Carried To adjourn at 6:04 PM
John H.
Kimberly M.
Respectfully submitted,
Janice Bonita



